‘DEAR LORD AND FATHER OF MANKIND’

PROGRAMME NOTE

This setting of ‘Dear Lord and Father of Mankind’ is scored for SATB choir and a vocal quartet
comprising one soloist from each of the four sections. The words were written by the
American Quaker poet, John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892). | have chosen to take five of the
six verses that were set to music by Hubert Parry (1848-1918) to the tune, ‘Repton’. | do not
believe that it is possible to improve upon Parry’s beautifully structured and deeply felt
melody. Instead, | have sought to focus on different forms of choral texture. For me, the
words and music of the original hymn convey three specific qualities: purity, yearning and
hope. To reflect a sense of purity | have alternated the full choral sound with brief passages
sung by the four soloists. | have also incorporated several single-line phrases and short
periods of unison singing to affirm a pure tone. The impression of yearning is presented
through the use of suspension and of the interval of the falling'second (normally the minor
second). And the feeling of hope comes with the sounding ofsthe final chord of E major in a
piece which is largely based on the Aeolian mode beginningen ExThere is an overall form of
ABABA but with each respective repetition containing slight variation and an element of
harmonic surprise. The composition lasts approximately4:25.
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