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For an Apple Wassail ceremony in Great Chesterford 2025

The Hidden Orchard

Words by Debbie Whitton Spriggs Apple Wassail Music by Janet Wheeler
from Wassail! a poem cycle in
celebration of orchards
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i S
—e ]
il 1 1 1 1] | 1 1/ 1 1 | 1 1 1] | | 1] 1 1] ]
\ [ |4 [ |4 [ Y [ |4 [ |4 Y [ |4 [ |4
win - ter trees, Be - hind the tang - led veil, Be - fore the leng - then -
an - cient seers, Where knot and rot are rife, All bear the fruit of
diz - ened branch, Flocks____ and herds are fed. Be - tween the heart - wood
sweet - ened ground, A world of be - ing teems. And was - sail words are
row by row. Read___ be-tween the lines. Bless____ this ark of
() « . A I I\ | I
a—dn I I\| ] AN I I |AY I‘I] I :k\ I ‘I\ Wi hi\) I {:m i Ik\
o ¥ - ' 7 —
v
ﬂ;ﬁ- . o—|e o o . EE o . o bp »
- >—. . —p » —e » —o
hul I 1] 1] I ] I W) I W) W) W) I V) I W)
| Y | Y | |4 | |4 |4 |4 | |4 | |4



& N T  — " | N T l k\ I}»{ ]
O S R =0 vt 5———
v 8 s . ! ¥ 7
ing of  days, We 7 come to  sing, "Was - sail!' Was -
roll - ing vyears, De - cay - ing in - to life.
and the Dbark, Mul - ti - tudes are bred.
passed a - round Be - tween the listt - ning trees.
ap - ple - wood. Ob - serve this sa - cred tme.
--- —
) - \l:\ e 174 é 7 1B
ﬂ: { e o 7@ o i i T ]
. . s . —. . . |
il 1 1] 1 Vi T Vi 1 1] 1 1 L] 1
\ [ r [ r [ r [ r [ r '
~——
ing of  days, We come to  sing, "Was - saill' was - saill_ Was -
roll - ing years, De - cay - ing in - to life, to life
and the Dbark, Mul - ti - tudes are bred, are bred.___
passed a - round Be - tween the  list' ning trees, | the trees.___
ap - ple - wood. Ob - serve this sa - cred time, this time.___
Q = Ik\) I X i K ! I 5 1 Iui- !‘ < H’!
N 1 IR 1 7 T - 1
@#—d 3 s T+ — 3 3 o - 7
. ° ° L ° he .
- ® . 14 ® | 1 T —
CEras .« o . . o — | L,
L il ] 1] ] 1] 1] 1] | 1] I
I r I r r r r '
13
= ; ; = I I ;
e = ¥ H : . X — 1
ANV ] 1/ 1] hed b | | 1] || ] 1V ]
e) ' |4 Y Y |4 ' |4
sail  the ap - ple’i Beat the bounds!_______ Was - sail, was-
E | S
S e i e e e v - e
sail  the ap - ple! Was - sail  the ap ple! Beat the bounds! Beat the bounds! Was - sail, was-
() 4 , ! !
1 B = Y I ] — ¥ C— - I
5%) | 71— o s = ] —=a s I I
5) ' r ' r
sail the ap -plel__ Beat the bounds!______
P be .
)i [ —— T —— = 7 Co— - I
S E—— — —— = — I — I I
“ e ' ' '
sail _the ap - ple! Was - sail  the ap- ple! Beat the bounds! Beat the bounds!
2 “ﬂ ) 2 ﬁ . : I T - ) I — ]
ANIV = || 1/ ﬁ == i i I]II 1] - i i. :. i
) ' L 4 ' r
Audience: Was - sail  the ap- ple! Beat the  bounds!
02 |k\ I 7 |k\ I » |k\ I 7 |k\ I | | 7 A
s — T ug—— g # ;
e) [ Y | Y | T I T T~ —
o~ ———
— | o S W AR ¢ S
L : —H = — | e
pS— MRS . | | Fo— < %

* After a unison verse, altos and basses begin the chorus here
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Performance Options

Consider adding contrast and drama to your performance by varying the treatment of the verses.
possibly having some of them sung as melody line only by different soloists, small groups or sections
of the choir, or by omitting the keyboard at times.

There are many ways this could be done. Here is one possible plan:

verse 1 full unison tune

verse 2 lower voices sing the tune

verse 3 sopranos sing the words, lower voices accompany on their lines sung to ooh
verse 4 full harmony with no keyboard

verse 5 full harmony with keyboard

In chorusses which follow a unison verse, sopranos and tenors begin and altos and basses join in
from the last note of bar 13.

Dynamics can also change from verse to verse, but it is important to keep rhythmic energy and clear
words throughout.
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