
CHILDHOOD

APPLE TREE MUSIC

Ian Assersohn

Seven choral settings of poems by A. A. Milne

SATB and piano

Peru
sa

l C
opy





CHILDHOOD
Ian Assersohn

Seven choral settings of poems by A. A. Milne

SATB and piano

PERUSAL COPY - NOT FOR PERFORMANCE



Copyright © 2026 Apple Tree Music 

Ian Assersohn has asserted his right under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act, 1988, to be 

identified as composer of this work. 

www.appletreemusic.net 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted, in any form or by any means without the prior permission in writing of the copyright 
holder, or as expressly permitted by law. 

All lyrics are by A. A. Milne (1882-1956) from his poetry collection “When We Were Very Young” 

All the titles in this anthology are available separately from Apple Tree Music. Disobedience and 

The Mirror are also available in settings for SSA and piano.. 

About the composer 

Ian Assersohn is a British composer, arranger, workshop leader and choral director whose works 

are widely performed, both in the UK and abroad. 

Noted for its appealing melodic and harmonic invention, careful structuring and skilful and original 
setting of texts, Ian’s music has been described as, by turns, beautiful and haunting, or energetic 

and rhythmical. Ian’s approachable style is enjoyed by performers and audiences alike. 

Ian’s works are published by OUP and Novello, among others, or self-published under the Apple 

Tree Music label. They also appear in a number of anthologies including Carols For Choirs 6, The 

Oxford Book Of Easy Flexible Anthems, The Novello Book of British Folksongs and The Oxford 

Book of Flexible Choral Songs. 

Ian’s first novel, “The Lampmaker” was published in 2025 and is available from all bookshops.



CONTENTS 

1. The King’s Breakfast  1 ....................................................................................

2. The Four Friends   11 ......................................................................................

3. The Mirror   19 .................................................................................................

4. Happiness   23 .................................................................................................

5. Through The Wood   31 ..................................................................................

6. Disobedience   38 ...........................................................................................

7. Rice Pudding   45 ............................................................................................

Total running time: 20 mins



COMPOSER’S NOTE 

It all began with a funeral. Martin, who had sung in one of my 
choirs for decades, was a loving family man and during the 
service his adult grandchildren read out A. A. Milne’s poem 
The King’s Breakfast. It was perhaps an unorthodox choice for 
a funeral, but they chose it because they remembered him 
reading it to them as children and it must be said they read it 
beautifully. 

I was mildly surprised to find how well I remembered The 
King’s Breakfast - every word - although it must be a fearsome 
number of years since I had looked at it, or even thought 

about it. I’d forgotten how clever and funny A. A. Milne’s poetry is. I don’t know if children still 
read A. A. Milne’s poems, or know anything about his work beyond Winnie-The-Pooh, but I loved 
them as a child and - as I discovered at Martin’s funeral - I love them still. 

Another choir member - Peter - suggested that The King’s Breakfast would make a good choral 
song, and I agreed, so I went home and wrote it. It was fun and came easily. So I tried another 
one, and out popped Disobedience. After that there was no stopping me and in less time than it 
takes to say “James James Morrison Morrison Weatherby George Dupree” I had seven of these 
things on my hands. 

And now they are in yours. 

There’s lots of vocal effects which I hope will give lots of fun, which should mostly be self-
explanatory, but I would like to say a word about the body percussion in the fourth song, 
Happiness. 

The “dusting hands” gesture which occurs several times in “Happiness” is made by brushing the 
two hands together vertically in opposite directions twice - first one way and then the other. The 
idea is to make a sort of clappy, swooshy percussive sound. More swooshy than clappy, ideally. Try 
curving your fingers outwards slightly. It should sound a bit like a “soft-shoe shuffle”. 

Clearly it’s going to be impossible for the choir to do this if they are holding their copies. Smaller 
groups could perhaps use music stands but for most choirs a much better solution is to perform 
this song without copies. If this choir difficult then perhaps you can get the audience to do it, or 
even just the conductor. 

If you like these songs of childhood you might also like to know that I have made settings of two 
of Edward Lear’s poems (The Dong With a Luminous Nose and The Owl and the Pussycat) and 
Kenneth Grahame’s Duck’s Ditty (from The Wind in the Willows). And there are of course many 
non-childhood-related songs spanning decades of creative output.  

You can find them all on my website appletreemusic.net. 

Ian Assersohn
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Spoken passages (indicated by
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IAN ASSERSOHNA. A. MILNE

In memory of Martin Evans, 
a beloved member of

Leatherhead Choral Society for 40 years
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"There, there!" The

mf

cow said,
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there! I
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A tempo q=140136
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Queen took The But ter- And brought it to His Ma jes- ty;- The
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The

mf

A tempo q=140
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ba ni- sters,- "No

f

bo- dy,- My dar ling,- Could call me A fus sy- man. BUT

mf unis.

I do like a

154

ba ni- sters,- f mf unis.

f mf

162

lit tle- bit of but tah,-
(but tah!)-

Ii

pp gleefully

do like a lit tle- bit of but tah,- I
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pp gleefully (but tah!)- mf
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rit. A tempo q=140169

do like a lit tle- bit of but
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ter- to my bread!"
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Er

mf

nest- was an e le- phant-

Moderato h = 66

mf

Moderato h = 66

a great big fel low,-

7

A

mf

great big fel low,- Leo

mp

nard- was a li on- with a six foot- tail,

A

mf

great big fel low,- with

mp

a six foot- tail,

A

mf

great big fel low,- with

mp

a six foot- tail,

mp
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George

p

was a goat, and his beard was yel low,-

and his beard was yel low,- And

pp

p pp

18

(falsetto)

James was a ve ry- small snail.

gliss.
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Er

mp

nest- had a man ger- and its walls were thick,

22

Leo

mp

nard- had a stall, and a great big strong one, and its walls were thick,

and

mp

a great big strong one, and its walls were thick,

and

mp

a great big strong one, and its walls were thick,

mp

26

George found a pen, but I think it was the wrong one,

and James sat down on a brick.
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Er

f

nest- start ed- trum pet- ing- andcracked his man ger,-

30

Er

f

nest- start ed- trum pet- ing- andcracked his man ger,- Leo nard- start ed- roar ing- and shiv ered- his stall,

Er

f

nest- start ed- trum pet- ing- andcracked his man ger,- Leo nard- start ed- roar ing- and shiv ered- his stall,
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f

nest- start ed- trum pet- ing- andcracked his man ger,- Leo nard- start ed- roar ing- and shiv ered- his stall,

f
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James

pp

gave the huf fle- of a snail in dan ger- And no bo- dy- heard him at all.
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Er

f

nest- start ed- trum pet- ing- and raised such a rum pus-

38

Er

f

nest- start ed- trum pet- ing- and raised such a rum pus- Leo nard- start ed- roar ing- and try ing- to kick,

Er

f

nest- start ed- trum pet- ing- and raised such a rum pus- Leo nard- start ed- roar ing- and try ing- to kick,
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f

nest- start ed- trum pet- ing- and raised such a rum pus- Leo nard- start ed- roar ing- and try ing- to kick,

f

42

James
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went on a jour ney- with the goat's new com pass- and he reached the end

pp

3
2

2
2

3
2

2
2

3
2

2
2

3
2

2
2

3
2

2
2

3
2

2
2

2
2

3
2

2
2

3
2

2
2

3
2

2
2

3
2

2
2

3
2

2
2

3
2

&
∑ ∑

&

&

‹

?

&

?
&

&
∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

∑ ∑ ∑

?

&

&

œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œb œ œ
œ œ

œ
œ

œ œ

œ œ
œb œ

œ œ œ
œ œ

œ
œ

œ œ œb œ
œ œ œ œ

œn œ
œ

œ ŒÓ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ

œ
œ œb œb œ œ

œ œ œ œb
œ œ

œn œ
ŒÓ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œb œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ ŒÓ

Œ

œ
œ
œ

n

Œ

œ
œ
œ

b

Œ

œ
œ
œ

Œ

œ
œ
œ

˙
˙
b ˙

˙
b ˙

˙ ˙
˙
˙ Œ œ

œ

œ

œ Œ

œ

œ
Œ

œ

œ Œ

œ

œ Œ
˙
˙b

b

˙
˙b

˙
˙ ˙

˙

œ œ
œ œ œb œ

œ œ œ œ œ
œ Œ œ œ

œb
Œ

œ
Œ

œ
Œ

œ œ œ
œ ˙ œ œ œ œ w

œ œb œb œ œ œb œ œ

œ œ œ œ

˙
w

w
˙b ˙

w

w ™

™
w
w
b

˙
˙
˙
b
b ˙

˙
˙b

˙
˙
˙

15



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

Er

mf

nest- was an e le- phant- and ve ry- well in- ten- tioned,-

45

Er

mf

nest- was an e le- phant- and ve ry- well in- ten- tioned,-

of his brick.

mf

49

Leon ard- was a li on- with a brave new tail,

Leon

mf

ard- was a li on- with a brave new tail, George

mp

was a goat, as I think I have men tioned,-

George

mp

was a goat, as I think I have men tioned,-

mp

2
2

2
2

2
2

2
2

2
2

2
2

3
2

3
2

3
2

3
2

3
2

3
2

&
∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑

&

‹

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑

&

&
?

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑

&

‹

?
∑ ∑

&

?

œ œ
œ œ

œb œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ
œ

œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œb
œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ

Ó œb Œ
œ

Œ
œ

Œ Ó

œb œ œ œb

œb œ œ œb œ œ œb œb
œ œ œn œn œ œ œb œb

Œ

œ
œ
œ

n

Œ

œ
œ
œ

b

Œ

œ
œ
œ

Œ

œ
œ
œ

˙
˙
˙
b ˙

˙
˙b

b
˙
˙
˙n

n
b

˙
˙
˙
n ˙

˙b

b œ

œ Œ

œ

œ
Œ

œ

œ Œ

œ

œ Œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ ˙

œb œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ
œ ˙

œ
œ œ

œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ Ó

œ
œ œ œb

œ œ œ œ œ œ
œn

Ó

Œ

œ
œ
œ
b
b

Œ

œ
œ
œ
b

Œ

œ
œ
œn

œ
œ
œ

Œ Œ

œ
œ
œ

Œ

œ
œ
œ

b

Œ

œ
œ
œ

Œ

œ
œ
œ#

n

Ó

˙

˙b

b ˙

˙b

b œ

œ Œ Ó

œ

œ Œ

œ

œ
Œ

œ

œ Œ

œ

œ
Œ Ó

16



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

53

But

pp (falsetto)

James was on ly- a

mf

snail,

pp mf

Er

f

nest- was an e le- phant- a great big

58

Leo

f

nard- was a li on- with a six foot-

George

f

was a goat, and his beard was

a snail, And

f (falsetto)

James was a

f

2
2

2
2

2
2

2
2

2
2

2
2

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

&

?
&

?

&
∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑

&

?

Ó Ó

œ

Œ Ó Ó

œ

Œ Ó Œ
œ œ

œ
Œ œ

w

œ œ œ
œ w

œ œ œ œ w
œb œb œ œ œb œ œ œb

œ
œ
œ

n
Œ Ó Œ

œ
œ
œ

Œ

œ
œ
œ

b

˙
w

w ™

™
wb

˙
w

w ™

™
w
w
b

˙
˙
˙
b
b ˙

˙
˙b

œ
œ
œn œ œ

œ
œn œ œ

œ Œ

œ

œ
Œ

œ
œ

œb ™
œ

j
œ
œ œ

Ó Œ

œ

œ œb

Œ œ œ Œ œb œ Œ œ œ Ó œb ™ œ

j
œb œ

Ó
œn

œ œ
Ó

œ
Œ Œ

œb
œ œ

œb

Ó Œ œ

w

Ó Œ

œ

Ó Œ

œ

Ó Œ
œ œ

Œ

œ
œ
œ

Œ

œ
œ
œ

Œ

œ
œ
œ
b
b

Œ

œ
œ
œ
b

Œ

œ
œ
œn

œ
œ
œ

Œ Œ

œ
œ
œ

Œ

œ
œ
œ

b

Œ

œ
œ
œ

Œ

œ
œ
œ

Œ

œ
œ
œ
b
b

Œ

œ
œ
œ
b

œ

œ Œ

œ

œ Œ

˙

˙b

b ˙

˙b

b œ

œ Œ Ó

œ

œ Œ

œ

œ
Œ

œ

œ Œ

œ

œ Œ

˙

˙b

b ˙

˙b

b

17



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

fel low,- Er nest- was an e le- phant-

64

tail, Leo nard- was a li on-

yel low,- George was a goat,

ve ry- small snail,

gliss.

And

(falsetto)

James

a great big fel low.-

non rit.67

with a six foot- tail.

and his beard was yel low.-

was a ve ry- small snail.

port.

non rit.

&

&

&

‹

?

&

?

&
∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑

&

‹

∑ ∑

?
∑

&

>
”“

∑

?
∑

.
>

œ œ
Œ Ó

œ
œ

œb ™
œ

j
œ

œ œ
Ó

˙ Ó Œ œ œ Œ œb œ Œ œ œ Ó

Ó
œn œ

Œ Ó
œn

œ œ
Ó

œ
Œ

œ œ
œ

Œ
œ

˙

Œ

œ

Ó Œ

œ

Œ

œ
œ
œn

œ
œ
œ

Œ Œ

œ
œ
œ

Œ

œ
œ
œ

b

Œ

œ
œ
œ

Œ Œ

œ

œ Œ Ó

œ

œ Œ

œ

œ
Œ

œ

œ Œ

œ

œ Œ

Œ

œ

œ œb
œ œ

Œ Ó

œb ™ œ

j
œb œ ˙ Ó

Œ
œb

œ œ
œb Ó

œn œ
Œ

Ó Œ
œ œ œ œ

œ
Œ

œ
w

Œ

œ
œ
œ
b
b

Œ

œ
œ
œ
b

Œ

œ
œ
œn

œ
œ
œ

Œ Ó

œ
œ

œ
Œ

˙

˙b

b ˙

˙b

b œ

œ Œ Ó

œ

œ

Œ Ó

18



°

¢

{

°

¢

{
Copyright © 2026 Apple Tree Music

S

A

T

B

Piano

Be

pp

tween- the woods the af ter- noon-

Very slow, and dreamlike q.  = 35
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Allegretto with a gentle swing h = 80

Boots on;

19

John had a Great Big Wa ter- proof- Hat;

John had a Great Big Wa ter- proof- Mack in- tosh...- And

f

that (Said

24

oo

mp

f

2
2

2
2

2
2

2
2

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
.

.
.

&

. . .

?

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑

#

&

?

&
∑

# #

>

>

?
∑

#

>

>

&
. . . .

?

œ
œ

˙™
˙™

œ
œ œ œ

œ œ
œ œ œ
œ œ œ

‰

œ

J

œ# œ
œ

œ œ#
j œ œn ˙

‰
œ

J
œ# œ

œ œ œn œ
œ œ

œ
œ
œ
n

Œ

œ
œ
œ

˙
˙
˙

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

˙
˙
˙

œ
œ
œ

˙
˙ ˙

˙
#
#

˙
˙
n
n ™

™

œ
˙
˙ ˙

˙#
#

œ
œ
œn

n
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ œ

œ

œ Œ
œ

Œ

œ

œ Œ
œ

Œ

œ
œ

˙™
˙™

œ
œ

˙
˙

œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ ˙

Ó

œ
œ
œ

˙
˙
˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ ˙
˙
˙

œ
œ
œ

œ
œœ
œ

#
#

˙
˙̇
˙

œ
œ
œœ

œ
œ
œ
œ

˙
˙
˙
˙

œ
œ
œ
œ

œ

œ Œ
œ

Œ

œ

œ œb œ œ œ

Œ œ Œ
œ

Œ

œ#

Œ
œ

Œ œ Œ

œ
œ

˙
˙

œ œ œœ œ œ
œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

œ œ ˙œ œ ˙ Œ Ó Œ œ
œ

œ

œ
Œ Œ œ

œ

w
w

w

w

˙™
˙™

Œ Ó Œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
Œ Œ

œ
œ

‰

œ

J

œ œb œ œ
œ
œ

œ ˙
˙
˙

œ
œ
œ

œœ
œ
œ#

˙̇
˙
˙

œ
œ
œœ

# œ
œ
œ

˙
˙
˙

œ
œ
œ œœ

œ#

œ
œœ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

˙
˙
˙

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ œ œ œ

Œ œ Œ œ Œ

œ

Œ
œ

Œ œ Œ œ# Œ
œ

Œ œ Œ
œ

Œ

24



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

°

¢

{

John)

(dusting
hands)

Is That.
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that (Said John)
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hands)

Is That.
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John had a Great Big Wa ter- proof- Hat; oo
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John had a Great Big Wa ter- proof-
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Great Big Wa ter- proof- Hat;
John

mf

had a

accel. 
Allegretto h=80
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accel. Allegretto h=80

Great Big Wa ter- proof- Mack in- tosh...-
And
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that (Said John)

(dusting
hands)

Is

102

f
(dusting
hands)
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had his

poco accel. Vivo h=90107

(audible intake
of breath)
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poco accel. Vivo h=90
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wa ter- proof- boots on.) (He had a wa ter- proof- hat on
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John had a Great Big Wa ter- proof- Hat;

too.) and a Great Big Wa ter- proof- Mack in- tosh...- And
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that,
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gasp!

King John Said he was sor ry,- So did the Queen and Prince.

(that' s nice)
Ahh.87

since.

(that' s nice)

Ahh.

King John (Some bo- dy- told me) Said to a man he
knew:
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solo, spoken
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"If
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peo ple- go dine to the end of the tine, well, what can a ny- one- do?"
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What

mp

is the mat ter- with Ma ry- Jane? She's cry ing- with all her

Moderato q.  = 92

mp

mp (with delicacy. At least, to start with.)

Moderato q.  = 92

might and main, And she won't eat her din ner,- rice pud ding- a gain,- What

mf7

mf

mf

is the mat ter- with Ma ry- Jane? (weary sigh)
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What

mp

is the mat ter- with Ma ry- Jane? I've pro mised- her dolls and a dai sy- chain

And a book a bout- a ni- mals,-14

mp

all in vain,

What

mf

is the mat ter- with Ma ry- Jane? (groan)

19

mf

mf

What

mp

is the mat ter- with Ma ry- Jane?

24

mp She's per fect- ly- well, and she has n't- a pain;

But, look at her, now she's be-

6
8

9
8

6
8

9
8

6
8

9
8

6
8

9
8

9
8

6
8

9
8

6
8

9
8

6
8

9
8

6
8

9
8

6
8

9
8

6
8

9
8

6
8

9
8

6
8

6
8

9
8

6
8

9
8

6
8

9
8

6
8

9
8

&

# -

-

∑

∑

?#

-

-

∑ ∑ ∑

&

#

?#

&

#

-

-

∑

?#

-

-

∑

&

#

?#
&

?

&

# -

-

∑ ∑ ∑

?#

-

-

∑

∑

&

#

?#

œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ œ

œ

j

œœ
J

œ

‰

œ
J

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

œ

Œ™

œ
J

‰

œ
J ‰ ‰
œ œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ
j

œ
œ

J
œ ‰

œ
œ
œ

™
™
™

œ
œ ™
™

œ
œ
œ

™
™
™

œ
œ ™
™

œ
œ
œ
™
™
™

œ
œœ

™
™
™

œ
œ
œ
™
™
™

œ
œœ

™
™
™

œ
œ
œ

™
™
™

œ
œ ™
™

œ

œ

™

™
œ ™

œ

œ

™

™
œ ™

œ

œ ™

™
œ ™

œ

œ ™

™
œ ™

œ

œ

™

™
œ ™

Œ™

œ

Œ™

œ
j

œ ™ Œ œ

j
œ

œ
J

œ œ

j

œ
J

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ

j
œ ™

œ
J

œ ™
Y ™Y ™ Œ™

Œ™ Œ™ Œ
œ

j
œ

œ

J
œ

œ
j

œ

J

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ
j

œ ™

œ
J

œ ™ Y ™Y ™ Œ™

œ
œ
œ
™
™
™

œ
œ
œ
™
™
™ Œ œ

j
œ

œ ™

œ

j

œ ™
œ œ œ œ

œ ™
œ

j

œ
œ
œ

œ

J

œ

œ ™
œ
j

œ ™
œ œ œ œ

œ
œ

J

œ
œ ™
™

Œ™

œ

œ

™

™
œ ™

œ ™ œ
œ ™
™ œ

œ ™
™ œ

œ ™

™ œ
œ ™
™

œ
œ ™
™

œ
œ
™
™

œ

œ
™
™

œ
œ
™
™ œ ™

œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ œ

œ

j

œœ
J

œ
‰

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ
j

œ
œ

J
œ

‰

œ

J

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

Œ™

œ œ œ
œ

Œ

‰

œ
j œ œ œ

œ œ œ

Œ

œ
œ
œ

j
Œ

œ
œ

j Œ

œ
œ
œ

j
Œ

œ
œ

j Œ

œ
œ
œ

j
Œ

œ
œœ

j Œ

œ
œ
œ

j
Œ

œ
œœ

j Œ

œ
œ
œ

j

Œ
œ
œ

j

œ

œ

™

™
œ ™

œ

œ

™

™
œ ™

œ

œ ™

™
œ ™

œ

œ ™

™
œ ™

œ

œ

™

™
œ ™

46



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

°

¢

{

What

mf

is the mat ter- with Ma ry- Jane? (frustrated " grrrr" )

29

gin ning- a gain!-

mf

mf

What

mp

is the mat ter- with Ma ry- Jane? I've pro mised- her sweets

and a ride in the train,34

mp And

unis.

I've begged her to stop for a

What

mf

is the mat ter- with Ma ry- Jane?

39

bit and ex plain,- mf
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(scream!) What

f

is the mat ter- with Ma ry- Jane? She's per fect- ly- well, and she

Meno mosso
44

f

f

Meno mosso

has n't- a pain; And

sweetlyp

it's love ly- rice pud ding- for din ner- a gain,-

rit. 
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Ian Assersohn

Seven choral settings of poems by A. A. Milne

A delightfully witty collection of brand new SATB 
settings featuring some of A. A. Milne’s most beloved 
poetry for children. 

• The King’s Breakfast 
• The Four Friends 
• The Mirror 
• Happiness 
• Through The Wood (“The Invaders”) 
• Disobedience 
• Rice Pudding 

Whether sung singly or as a sequence, these 
approachable, singable songs will delight choirs and 
audiences of all ages.


