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About the composer 

Ian Assersohn is a British composer, arranger, workshop leader and choral director whose works 

are widely performed, both in the UK and abroad. 

Noted for its appealing melodic and harmonic invention, careful structuring and skilful and original 
setting of texts, Ian’s music has been described as, by turns, beautiful and haunting, or energetic 
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Composer’s Note: 
This work is a setting of a tragi-comic nonsense poem by English 
artist, illustrator, musician, author and poet Edward Lear 
(1812-188). 

The poem comes from Lear’s book Laughable Lyrics, first 
published in 1877, and it tells the sad tale of the Dong who falls 
in love with a visiting Jumbly Girl, only to lose her when the 
Jumblies sail away again. The Dong With a Luminous Nose is a 
sequel to an earlier poem called, simply, The Jumblies, in which 

these mysterious creatures were first introduced. 

My piece is written for SATB choir and piano, with a small amount of dividing in the voice 
parts, most notably in an 8-part chord just before the end of the piece. There are also 
short optional solo lines and the piece calls for a few lines to be spoken by a narrator later 
on. The choir is also required to provide some atmospheric sounds or crowd noises at 
three different moments, one of them at the very start - notes in the score explain what is 
required. 

Optional instrumental parts for flute, percussion and double bass are coming soon. 

Duration: 15 minutes 

Possible pairings 
You may like to pair this work with either my Pied Piper of Hamelin or with one or more of 
my A. A. Milne settings (available separately and also collected into a volume called 
Childhood) and/or my setting of Lear’s The Owl and the Pussycat. All these works, and 
many more, are available to buy as PDFs on appletreemusic.net and for most of them free 
perusals copies are also available for instant download. 

Ian Assersohn 
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*Atmosphere: Before the piano enters, the choir should begin (gradually at first) to make
mysterious atmospheric sounds: ghostly moans, sighing wind, strange creaks, weird bird cries
etc. The sounds should crescendo and then gradually die away when the piano begins.. .
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*Atmosphere: Dong-watching exclamations

*Atmosphere: assorted half-whispered calls. "Look!" "There he goes" "See him?" "Where is he?" etc."

*Atmosphere: Dong-watching exclamations

*Atmosphere: Dong-watching exclamations
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The Dong With a Luminous Nose

Ian Assersohn

Edward Lear

APPLE TREE MUSIC

This is a delightful setting of a great piece of Victorian nonsense poetry, Edward 
Lear’s tragi-comic tale of the eponymous Dong, and his fruitless search for his lost 
love. 

Duration: 15 minutes

AppleTreeMusic.net


