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About the composer

lan Assersohn is a British composer, arranger, workshop leader and choral director whose works
are widely performed, both in the UK and abroad.

Noted for its appealing melodic and harmonic invention, careful structuring and skilful and original
setting of texts, lan’s music has been described as, by turns, beautiful and haunting, or energetic
and rhythmical. lan’s approachable style is enjoyed by performers and audiences alike.

lan’s works are published by OUP and Novello, among others, or self-published under the Apple
Tree Music label. They also appear in a number of anthologies including Carols For Choirs 6, The
Oxford Book Of Easy Flexible Anthems, The Novello Book of British Folksongs and The Oxford
Book of Flexible Choral Songs.



Composer’s Note:

This work is a setting of a tragi-comic nonsense poem by English
artist, illustrator, musician, author and poet Edward Lear
(1812-188).

The poem comes from Lear’s book Laughable Lyrics, first
published in 1877, and it tells the sad tale of the Dong who falls
in love with a visiting Jumbly Girl, only to lose her when the
Jumblies sail away again. The Dong With a Luminous Nose is a
sequel to an earlier poem called, simply, The Jumblies, in which
these mysterious creatures were first introduced.

My piece is written for SATB choir and piano, with a small amount of dividing in the voice
parts, most notably in an 8-part chord just before the end of the piece. There are also
short optional solo lines and the piece calls for a few lines to be spoken by a narrator later
on. The choir is also required to provide some atmospheric sounds or crowd noises at
three different moments, one of them at the very start - notes in the score explain what is
required.

Optional instrumental parts for flute, percussion and double bass are coming soon.
Duration: 15 minutes

Possible pairings

You may like to pair this work with either my Pied Piper of Hamelin or with one or more of
my A. A. Milne settings (available separately and also collected into a volume called
Childhood) and/or my setting of Lear’s The Owl and the Pussycat. All these works, and
many more, are available to buy as PDFs on appletreemusic.net and for most of them free
perusals copies are also available for instant download.

lan Assersohn

Appletreemusic.net






PERUSAL COPY - NOT FOR PERFORMANCE

The Dong With a Luminous Nose
PART I - THE GREAT GROMBOOLIAN PLAIN

EDWARD LEAR TIAN ASSERSOHN

*Atmosphere: Before the piano enters, the choir should begin (gradually at first) to make
mysterious atmospheric sounds: ghostly moans, sighing wind, strange creaks, weird bird cries
etc. The sounds should crescendo and then gradually die away when the piano begins...
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PART II - THE JUMBLY GIRL
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PART I - THE LUMINOUS NOSE
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[In gleaming rays on the dismal night.]

[And with holes all round to send the Tight]

Presto ..

=106

M M M 1T o
L
| | | | Z oen
u. o ole
AL S~ QOO | |
1T 1T 1T T (YR ONDP
q
™ W
A Cl
7
; 4 4 & o LN |
% .
b b b W/ AHHHHV ‘ Amu Jmu
L] U o N S
N e e <3| 2 N
s=ee yege 00 R0 @/n 0 R0
M N /:\ 9 I
Q/, o
) |
Wil \v
V]
IS
4%
= = | < <
CTRYH- DS CTraed s ¢Tof € Co| ) s N
] |
Gt e M E Ol e
AMH S [N £ | N | N
& wEe o g i é
NG N NEfo A NEf A
N d ’ L) a

RSB T TELLEELERD!

(€.

364
0

270
512

i

[

™~ .

[\
IAY

o
-

Py
»

fe Lie £

poco rit.

1y
T ol
L]
TN
N¥ =9
LN 19
| N ~
N~ | N
. N . N
Hy
Aviy
T A |
{ 18
[ 1
N [

L)
1A
Q
(6]

>mp

LD]
1A
(6]

olip

370

Py
| (am WLARN" VA

e




Poco meno mosso

m ——3——
I - T I I —1 i T
s e . e
| 1 1 1 | |
And now each night,and  all night long, O - ver those plains still
mp — 3‘—|‘
¥ — ] ] —— ] ] - ] ] ] —
— — e — C—— e iy S
And now each night, and  all night long, O - ver those plains still

P

P

And now each night,and  all night long, O - ver those plains still

Poco meno mosso

L = = =
v 0 y 2 y rd
: + Ber | | ' '
mp
s 2 . ) . s o .
* » * » * = »
— =c= =c= |
[
. 3 AR
= — - e
= o= | | o—o—| : ——
Dong; And a - bove the wail of the
3 —3—
—— = = e
D = = = -
:l Iqal I I I
Dong; And a - bove the wail of the
3T | | ——3—
I I I I I I I ]
oyt i ! = L Y o oo - e
[ [ [ [
Dong; And a - bove the wail of the
—3— —3—
P I - = /O -
] I I — 1 ] ———
Dong; And a - bove the wail of the
0 b, og i : : .
pee—i 2 5 1 : 2 =
i 2 4o —
. 2
= S — : . T —
' e =




37

—3—
—3—
33—

the squeak of his plain - tive pipe
the squeak of his plain - tive pipe
the squeak of his plain - tive pipe

—3—

and Snipe You may hear
—3—1

and Snipe You may hear
[ —

and Snipe You may hear

Chimp
Chimp
Chimp

v

)" A Y
g Vb
| fawm MLANN/

382

~
t

e | O

14

ol
F.

t—

»

=

the squeak of his plain - tive pipe

N

|4
While e-ver he seeks, but seeks in vain

While e-ver he seeks, but seeks in vain

.

U mmmmssssssssssssssssssssssssoosoooog

»w,

1
I
and Snipe You may hear

1
1
Chimp

v

|
D" AR

Z H 1V
0

\

r
v

v
g Vb
v
14

| fawm MLANN)J

.
T

Z bh 17
g Vb

s
.
Z H 17
386
[ am M)
g 1 b
(ry” 7
\
o
.
7 5479

%




g Vb

| fawm MLANN/

)" AN Y

L b [V
(Y~

38

v

= 1T O

14

r
To meet with his Jum-bly Girl a- gain;

,_3_|

pp

Lone-ly and

14

14

I
To meet with his Jum-bly Girl a- gain;

\

211

—
—— g

|
D" AR

| (am WA

Z bh 17

v

(Y~ U

394

night he

all

wild

and

Lone - ly

|
)" AP

| fawm MLANN/J

be*
V&

v
aSd

pp
.

night he

all

and wild

Lone - ly

pp
———3——

g Vb

| fawm MLANN)J

night he

all

Z bh 17

r

v

\

night he

all

wild

g Vb
14

| Ham MLANN)
ANAY
e
oy
:

Z bH 17

%




39

N=e o ~oa0 N=o o N=o o N=e o dee
HEN ar o HEN HEN n
1N LON =N mi.N Ei. N Hi.N
I~ N [~ BN [~ [
N ~ N | N N | N
=l ==a = L ==a ==
1
LA
A/\ » _
N
\v e
\\
1 L1
o C o . o ) o [
] Z UL 2 L Z T Z N L
N
b A(\ll
%) . %)) . %) R %)
i 2 ol B oll 2 olll B
= [« = =
1 1 1 1 \\
.- . .- . .- . .- 1
L & [ 1 = [ 18 & oy JEEE & b
LA
1 1 1 1
2 = =2 il =
| 1
1L [ (o] | | () ll | (]
< . = < _\ . <
L = = | | = ~ QL] =
2 2 2 2
o0 o0 o0 o0
[= = = . =
Lt o o Ht O e o
i A A L A L A
ol 2 £ £ o 2
= = T B NS E
W : NH N ! |
ML O N & ) \ BEE
o0 o0 60 o0
N LON mi.N Ei. N Hi.N
I~ A BN [~ I~
~ | N KN | N
LON - N Hi. N N E.N
O O Cye- n NP n
Vi

mf

Pesante

[ Tn NS [ in 5 n A @ur
ol = ol ® = s ol i
T an T an iy
= = g = pim
[ in N8 rm [ 1n G m rm n rm L)
~d ~d ¢ TT® .||M.
i
aur
T8 -
I | b4Y
] I A
)W
et —N I
= = = =
TN OE | 2 : 1l 2 i
< < < < RS
o2 [BRE ks [ £
™ = e & SO I =
g g g g
Al = Hy = = g §
T & = g Tl & LI
I 2 12 i
=) =) =] =)
[y -— t— - -— -— t—
+— [ [ (o] — [
b = < < e
T = - S = = H T
<MY & : AT 1
Lot ] 2 R I
TR i B >
\ z : s E
—t — p— —
.L-v = = M sl
Y L
b3y QT g |z 2
< ,y < < 11 < .
~d Fak ¢ ~d TTTe
RN |““\ | ]
\ \Hly
N Alﬂ\. . L
| Al—.‘ % %
M .
AU ¥ e
| | i T
[=1
<
(72}
(7]
d=v o d=v e o0 [~V d=? o
. N . N . N NN
. N . N - N e N . N
| N | N | N | N
|Whv |Whv ] N . N W IWhV
DEP N N~ N O N
\ »
S



the me-teor bright,

v/ 11
trace the me-teor bright,

trace the me-teor bright,

 —

as they trace
as they

as they

Cry

Cry
|

Cry

0
r.

IR

Ter-race or loft - y Tower,
Ter-race or loft - y Tower,
Ter-race or loft - y Tower,

g Vb
v

i b V1

)" AN Y

(Y D b

40
407

the me-teor bright,

L]

INT

\

29D

qe

-

2]

night,

as they trace

y

Cry

night,

%

]

a - long through the drear-y night,
a - long through the drear-y night,

y

ral
Mov - ing
Mov - ing

1= bt

N

a - long through the drear

Mov - ing

Mov-ing a-long through the drear

Ter-race or loft - y Tower,

14
v

v
vV D h ]
X b

Z H 1V]

v

0
14

)" A Y

Y AV L]

Z bH 1V
)" A Y
(Y D b
g Vb
| aw WL 7 Y
g Vb
(Y7 0 b
Z bH VT
g Vb

By Camvm
<)

\

%




41

419
r () |
A2 - e ————— S B ——— o ko T i
A\ ——2 ——T—1—+ I — O — L — I S S — —1
e I —— | Y | |4 | !  S——
"This is the hour when forth he goes, The Dong with a lu-mi-nous
0O 1 . [——
o 17 ll',\ | | | A — 1 | 1|
SV I I W) I I W] I I
) | Y | Y | | o
"This is the hour when forth he goes, The Dong with a lu-mi-nous
0O 1 | [r——
A 52 - P ———— S ——— —y o o i i
s e e e - e |
o  —— T 14 T 71 y ——
"This is the hour when forth he goes, The Dong with a lu-mi-nous
0 g—pp o £ @ £ @
5 - — 1 1 1 /A — 17 1 —r o >® o o o o |
Z bh 1V | ' | I | 4 I I | 4 I & W] I I I I I I I 1|
.\ v b 1 1 | ’v ! L I T 1 T T 1
"This is the hour when forth he goes, The Dong with a lu-mi-nous
O 1 . [ — | | [ —
)" AN I I 1 A\ I A\ I I I 1
o s T i“' o il\' o K o—_——+—+—1
1 1 1 1 1T 1 - | 1
) K - s ° @ [ -
L |- -

‘,-
o
ol
[ 10N
e N
~yN
ol
—m ollell
T (
A
o
Call
(XX
NI

I
1
A
424 Vivo 4=102 [FAtmosphere: assorted half-whispered calls. "Look!" "There he goes" "See him?" "Where is he?" etc."
r () |

b A Y T I -  — T T T ]
i P21 “Atmosphere: Dong-watching exclamations
SV v I I T T I I I 1

) [

Nose!

O 1 .

D" A Y T I -  — T T T ]
w1 1" Atmosphere: Dong-watching exclamations fewwwwwwwivwwwwwwswwwswwwivvwvvvwwvvvwwvwvwwvivvwvswwwsy——|
ANav Ld Il I T T I I I 1

) o

Nose!

Q Il Il L | 1 1 | | | ]
o~ t—e——*Atmosphere: Dong-watching exclamati O vwws v w v v i v v v v v v " v "V T A MV TV PV WV WV WV WV VWV WYY WY
\§/ L i I T T I I I 1

Nose!
Co| t T I I T T T ]

7 :t,"‘ It‘, = I* Atmosphere: Dong-watching exclamations

.\ r t) I T T I I I 1
Nose!
Vivo /=102

O 1 . — L - P —— o P | o ¥ -

)" AN | o ™ Lh o s = | -

I b [ V1 e = | ] e = | I = 1 I I = 1 I
(Y7 D b - 1 9] 1 = 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
ANV v T 1 1 I 1 1 T 1 1 . | ! . |
) @ = —

mp cresc. mfcrgsc_

o 1 \ 1 A\

)” A Y I A\ i 4 I I I N I I N
Z\ l’,‘ L4 1 N 1 N 1 N 1

<
]
:
]
E

=3



431
) | ﬁ [ o o
r r 2P —  E—— S E— —
(f” D b | || Il I I [N | v r. ! | & ! |
\e_\)/ ! ’V | I'/ I I I'/ = I 'IJ = 11 I'I I 'IJ 1
Yon-der o-ver theplain he goes; He goes!  He goes, The Dong! the Dong!
ig
Q Ill Ill',\ - I ! T I T ! Ik\ ! I Ik\ ! I Ik\ ! ||I!I LV\ I I I ]
@“Wﬁ#ﬁ?:ﬁ:‘:&%:’:iﬁ:‘ 7oL s e LS e
® |4 v | r ' '
Yon-der o-ver theplain he goes; He goes!  He goes, The Dong! the Dong!
O 1. «ﬁ‘ L L ! [ o o
A ———=T = a3 prit I F o @0 @& H2r—y ——fre—T—
& e I — e —— . A ——(— p——  ——— — 7 — I
5) 1 14 —— |4 r
Yon-der o-ver theplain he goes; He goes! He goes, The Dong! the Dong!
ﬁ \_ [re— | I\ | - \ | - 2 - -
o [ 1 - I Il N T Il T Il N Il I Vi Il I N Il 1 1 Vi Il I 1] Il ]
R e s ===t
“ v
Yon-der o-ver theplain he goes; He goes!  He goes, The Dong! the Dong!
—~ oX} < P .
Q s It‘ -'Fh‘.f-' ~ E E # o m s ‘t‘ T .- o .-
> 51— : T L — ] ——
NV 4 ' I = 1/ . I/ .
5 = — e
0 L | | | .
o BT Y
o D vV Il Il "4 ! ’V
3 * = =
3} D ——— = = [
e ——— ~——
438 .
() | o > [—— Psublto |
-  — o T T
S s b2 s e g eoe Tere ezelr f .
ANV I/ I ! Il e I I/ Il I "4 Il I I/ Il T Il Il L L — 1
e) r e — 4 ' ! 1 4 1 I—
the Dong____with a lu-mi - nous,...  The Dong! the Dong! the Dong__ with a lu-mi - nous,...
AL | P subito
e S - s o S E——— —— T — {\
ANV I/ s JI/ = € I/ = = € IVI Il = s I/ Il = Il Il Il
e) 4 @ 4 ' ! 1 4 1
the Dong_ with a lu-mi - nous,... The Dong! the Dong! the Dong with a lu-mi - nous,...
— P subito ‘
ANV I/ T I Il Il Il I I/ Il I Y Il I I/ Il T Il Il 1 L — 1
? 4 —— 4 ' i 1 4 1 ——
the Dong____with a lu-mi - nous,... The Dong! the Dong! the Dong with a lu-mi - nous,...
p subito
s » te £ £ o e
C o s H—— — —— I —— - i te éE'
T —— P == : = =
N — [
the Dong___with a lu-mi - nous,...  The Dong! the Dong! the Dong__ with a lu-mi - nous,...
~ N P
e e e e e e
e A e e == ===
e 1 —] 1 1 1 —]
p subito
e $5 g3 ‘g g e o
- i e~ 4 .- i D i e~ i e -
I ’V 1 i ! "4 ! 'V I ’V 1 I 'IJ



43

Dong!
LJ./\

mf’cresc.

Dong!___

Dong!

mf'cresc.

:

NN

{

14

)" A Y

L b [V
(Y~
| fawm MLANN/
g Vb
| fawm MLANN/J
Z bh 17

NB| B
| | o B
i i
S Pam Pam
g Inhaadll AL
s i L i i
1S
2 i
3|
b - e | g | g . g .
\\ p 1_.' TN o TN o TN o) L Q_ o |||ﬁ
4 bl i [ i (=1 L [=1 i (=1
w0 2] (2] n
( | 2 ‘2 ol 2 W a I
\ ; g g g | =
H] £ ™ & & | IS8 IS I -
o = ™ = N = = i
@ « —- © | © ] © ] (Y
< < < <
M _ E= ™ E 1| = L E o L_ - -g
I s s s S o2 Ml R4
H o] B o] m o] B
i \ v T 11 il S
.'lll ole ole g
-_ 7 A S T S TN
b T a
] TN
- AN
. ) -
B V]
w ) M\\)
5 < 1l UL
il S A | R e
| % M
i e s _|
i \ W ,\,
S N 4 Nl AN T
S i 5 \ ( ~) CqphH
1T TR |hwv f N |hw\v N |hwv
) NEP ) mmykmuo Q oS Nl NEe N










lan Assersohn

The Dong With a Luminous Nose
Eaward Lear

This is a delightful setting of a great piece of Victorian nonsense poetry, Edward

Lear’s tragi-comic tale of the eponymous Dong, and his fruitless search for his lost
love.

Duration: 15 minutes

APPLE TREE MUSIC
AppleTreeMusic.net




