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True Story

Do you know

my son Joe?

Do you know

my son Joe

was born on a hot day?

It was in July and I want to say

something crazy: it was something wild
that marked that day, his first day as a child.

As he came into the world, I heard a shout.
Was it from a nurse saying he’d just come ‘out’?

Or was it because something had gone wrong?
I know he took his time and it took quite long.

No it was something the doctor said.
I thought he was standing at the end of the bed

when he shouted something I tried to catch.
He shouted out loud, ‘It’s hatched, it’s hatched!

I thought to myself, what a beautiful thing to say!
Maybe doctors are poets in their own way.

But then I noticed he wasn’t at the end of the bed
when ‘It’s hatched, it’s hatched!” was the thing he said.

He was over by the window, his head leaning out,
there was something out there that made him wanna shout.

So, for just a brief second, I walked away from Joe,
and I joined the doctor over by the window.

What was he looking at? What was he on about?
What was out there that was making him shout?

Do you know what it was? D’you think you can guess?
If I said it was a pigeon, would you say ‘Yes™?

Yes a pigeon was on a windowsill across the yard,
and if you looked closely, if you looked hard,

you could see that the pigeon had eggs,
and just peeping out between the pigeon’s legs

was a chick, right there, who had just hatched out,
and it was that, that made the doctor shout.

I guess all I can say on that’s ‘Fair enough’,
for him newborn babies was same old stuff.

I have to say, though you probably know,
I was more excited at the arrival of Joe.

Michael Rosen
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