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Leaving

One more time, just let me go,

Where cowslips dance and harebells blow,
Where fresh winds lay a silver sheen,
Across these darling fields of green.

Long ago, remembered still,

A sandy path, a timbered mill,

A little stream that quiet lies,
With water voles and dragonflies.

Let me walk for one more day,

That peaceful track, that winding way,
And hear the crispy rustle dry,

Of ripened corn, at shoulder-high.

The river where I wandered free,
And felt no harm could come to me,
I watched beyond the sedges tall,

A thousand mayflies rise and fall.

And let my loyal dog be there,

Her brown eyes and her silken hair,
With happy waving tail, to comb,
The leafy byways of our home.

Oh let me stay for one more year,
Safe amid the faces dear,

Where love and loving intertwine,
Little hands enclosed in mine.

To leave will be the hardest part,
This richest life, it breaks my heart,
Here my soul with gladness sang,
My family. My little gang.

Pam Ayres

Inspired by the once-beautiful Hatford footpath at Stanford in the Vale
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