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FOREWORD

Music has the power to shine a light in the darkest of places. It can tell
stories of those unheard, lift the weary, and awaken the hearts of those
willing to listen. Shelter Me is more than a piece of music—it is a movement,
a mission, and a message.

This work was born from the voices and lived experiences of the Dallas
Street Choir, a choir that has welcomed those affected by homelessness
into a space of dignity, artistry, and community since 2014. Inspired by
real conversations with Dallas Street Choir members, Shelter Me tells the
story of one young man'’s journey into homelessness and the guidance he
receives from an older man who has walked this road before him. These
characters, however, do not represent just two individuals—the story is
drawn from the collective experiences of those who sing in the Dallas
Street Choir. Woven together from countless accounts of survival and
perseverance, their course reflects universal themes of hope, struggle,
resilience, and the search for belonging.

The journey to this moment has been one of serendipity, collaboration, and
unwavering belief in the power of music to create change. In 2017, NBC's
“The Today Show” featured the Dallas Street Choir’s historic performance
at Carnegie Hall, a milestone for us and for the famed concert venue, that
allowed our mission to reach a national audience. That same platform also
introduced me to Jacob Ryan Smith, a composer whose musical storytelling
is as bold as it is compassionate. Jake has the rare ability - and gift - of
turning raw, human experiences into transformative art. | like to think that

it was only a matter of time before our paths intertwined. Over the past

two years, we have worked tirelessly to bring Shelter Me to life, crafting a
piece that not only reflects the stories of our singers but also amplifies their
voices in a way that demands to be heard.

This piece is not just for those who have directly experienced
homelessness; it is for all of us. It is a call to listen, to learn, and to act.

Itis a challenge to see the humanity in every person, to recognize that
those affected by homelessness are not statistics or passing shadows, but
individuals worthy of love, respect, and opportunity.

Shelter Me received its world premiere in April 2025 at the Charles W.
Eisemann Center for Performing Arts in Richardson, Texas by the Dallas
Street Choir, The University of Texas at Dallas Choirs, and the Credo
Community Choir.

(cont.)
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As you hold this score in your hands, my hope is that you welcome

and approach it not just as notes on a page, but as a living, breathing
testament to the resilience of the human spirit. Let the notes on the page
be presented with passion, with conviction, and with an unwavering belief
that music can be and is a catalyst for change. May this work always give
voice to the voiceless, reminding us all that no one is invisible, no one is
forgotten, and that every human being—regardless of their circumstances—
is worthy in every way.

- Jonathan Palant, Dallas Street Choir

Photo Credit: Stephanie Merchant
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COMPOSER’S NOTES

At its core, SHELTER ME delves into the profound exploration of tragedy
within the context of time. Chronicling a lifelong struggle unveils the
challenge of discerning how growth manifests across different temporal
phases. My conversations with members of the Dallas Street Choir often
revolved around the duration of their individual ordeals-how their situations
originated and evolved over time.

During the creation of this piece, | envisioned YOUNGER MAN and
OLDER MAN as two facets of the same entity. Are they two iterations of

a singular person? That remains open to interpretation. However, their
moments together must resonate with authenticity. Time converges within
the composition, enabling these two embodiments of a shared struggle to
coexist and learn from one another. For the YOUNGER MAN, glimpsing a
future trapped in his current predicament forces an existential reckoning:
is the pursuit of hope even worthwhile? And if so, what does hope truly
signify in such circumstances?

My key takeaway revolves around the understanding that not every flaw
within society can be rectified or “fixed,” and thus, some problems remain
unsolvable. While we can help, my observations revealed the honor and
resilience displayed by numerous individuals who volunteer their time and
efforts to shelter and support those in need. Ultimately, there are limits

to what can be achieved. The OLDER MAN embodies the inevitability of
certain life experiences.

However, amid these hardships, what struck me most during my interviews
with Dallas Street Choir members was their resilience and joy. | witnessed
smiles, hope, a profound love for music, passion, and an appreciation for
beauty. Their dreams remained unquenched by their adversities; instead,
these struggles reinforced their resolve. To dream is to live, and each
person | encountered had chosen to embrace life in their own way.

| aspire for SHELTER ME to delicately straddle the boundary between
tragedy and hope. This boundary, in many aspects, is symbolized by time
and experience. Taking the time to acknowledge the brilliance, humanity,
and beauty within those facing adversity marks the initial step toward
inspiring tangible change.

- Jacob Ryan Smith
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SONGS

1. Time (Prelude)

Time serves as the central character of this piece. The shifting harmonies
and tonal instability reflect time folding in on itself-beginning at the end
and looping back to the start.

2. Happy

OLDER MAN introduces himself as the narrator, possessing knowledge
of everything that has transpired. His introduction functions both as his
own and as a prelude to YOUNGER MAN before he appears. If OLDER
MAN and YOUNGER MAN represent the same person, the story unfolds
chronologically, with the two characters existing simultaneously and
interacting across time.

3. The First Day (Interlude)
YOUNGER MAN arrives on the streets for the first time.

4. The First Time You Sleep on the Street

This song provides an opportunity for a member (or many members) of
the small ensemble - originally sung by the Dallas Street Choir - to perform
the solo, creating a meta-narrative in which the real-life Dallas Street Choir
welcomes YOUNGER MAN into his new reality.

5. OnandOn

OLDER MAN has learned to carry hope despite his circumstances. Through
this song, he attempts to impart that perspective to YOUNGER MAN,
though the lyrics express a deep longing for a life that no longer exists.

6. Sccond Interlude

The weight of time begins to overwhelm YOUNGER MAN. He is alone,
struggling to understand how he arrived in this situation.



7. Alone

If OLDER MAN and YOUNGER MAN are understood to be the same
person, this song follows directly after Happy, juxtaposing two sides of
memory. Happy reflects childhood innocence, while Alone reveals the pain
of present reality. YOUNGER MAN grieves his circumstances but resolves to
face them.

8. on, My Son / Shelter Me

Memories of YOUNGER MAN'’s mother resurface as he begins to adapt to
life on the streets. The Shelter Me theme represents pleading—beginning
with a single voice before growing into a collective cry for help. By the end,
the entire choir is singing together, rhythmically, directing their plea toward
the audience. YOUNGER MAN begins to accept that asking for help may be
unavoidable.

9. Miss Your Mama? (Interlude)

A moment of connection between OLDER MAN and YOUNGER MAN.
OLDER MAN remembers this pain but reassures YOUNGER MAN that
surrender is not the answer. Hope and dreams are essential for survival.

10. Steamrolling

A cathartic release in which the choir allows themselves to dream. The solo
may be performed by a professional singer or a member of either choir.
This song marks a pivotal moment—functioning almost as the conclusion of
Act |, despite the piece being a single act.

11. Speed Up

The system becomes an overwhelming battle, and YOUNGER MAN

is forced to fight for survival. Speed Up and So, You Want to Solve the
Housing Crisis? unfold in parallel-both reflecting the relentless pressure of
navigating a system designed to leave people behind.

12. So, You Want to Solve the Housing Crisis?

Fatigue and frustration set in. Even OLDER MAN feels the weight

of hopelessness. YOUNGER MAN observes how society discusses
homelessness as a theoretical issue rather than a lived reality. Words alone
are insufficient—action is necessary.



13. Christmas (Interlude)

Time continues to pass. Nearly a year has gone by, and winter has arrived.

14. snow (Alive)

Pain has become YOUNGER MAN's only tether to existence. His dreams
and ambitions have faded, leaving only the basic instinct to survive. As the
snow begins to fall, his singular focus becomes staying alive. He is freezing.
He needs shelter.

15. Stowaway
YOUNGER MAN reaches his lowest point. He no longer fights for a better

life—only for self-preservation. He releases his frustration, directing his cries
at the world, at God, and at the audience.

16. Beautiful Things (Intro)

OLDER MAN finds YOUNGER MAN-perhaps recognizing himself in the
process. This moment of reflection forces them to make a choice: Who do
they want to be? OLDER MAN recalls the hardship he has endured, but he
also remembers the beauty that still exists. Even amidst suffering, there is
value in recognizing that beauty.

17. Beautiful Things

A celebration of life's beauty and shared humanity. YOUNGER MAN finally
understands what OLDER MAN has been trying to convey. They become
one.

18. shelter Me (Finale)

YOUNGER MAN, now transformed by his experiences, understands that his
journey is far from over. Hardships remain, but so does the potential for joy.
He steps forward into the unknown, still asking for the same thing he has
sought from the beginning: shelter. His plea lingers. He is ready for what
comes next—but is society ready to help him find it?



PERFORMANCE NOTES

¢ Shelter Me was originally conceived with a distinct division between the
small ensemble and the SATB chorus. However, conductor-producers are
encouraged to divide their choir(s) in a way that best suits their available
singers and artistic vision.

e Clarity of text, both sung and spoken, is essential to fully convey the
meaning and message of the work.

® Younger Man and Older Man are featured soloists, but those lines noted
"Mother” can be a member of either choral ensemble.

* In Steamrolling, the solo may be performed by a professional singer or a
member of either choral ensemble.

® The work should be performed without an intermission.

® The piece can be performed as a concert, a semi-staged production, or as
a curated selection of individual movements.

e |f visual elements are incorporated, they should be used thoughtfully.
Images should support the emotional and thematic arc.

¢ Individual movements or a selection of movements may be performed
separately.

® The work can be effectively performed with piano accompaniment alone;
however, bass and drums always add much to the presentation when the
full orchestration is not employed.

* Grace notes should be scooped rather than approached rhythmically.

* Older Man, Younger Man, and the soloist chosen to sing Steamrolling
are encouraged to sing authentically. Soloists may feel free to incorporate
vocal runs, vamp lines, or adjust harmonies, if it complements the style and
serves the music.

* Shelter Me is a work designed to give voice to the voiceless, challenging
performers and audiences alike to consider the worth and dignity of those
affected by and experiencing homelessness. Perform it with passion,
urgency, and a commitment to its message of humanity and hope.

e Additional resources can be found at

ShelterMe.info and DallasStreetChoir.org

xi
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LIBRETTO

MUSIC 1: "Time (Prelude)”

ALL
TIME FLOWS PATIENTLY
TIME SOWS SEEDS WE NEVER SEE
TIME GROWS SILENT
TIME GOES VIOLENTLY
BUT SEE
MAYBE QUIETLY

THERE JUST MIGHT BE
FINALLY

BEAUTY

TRULY

BEAUTIFUL

| FEEL THE SPIRIT'S HEIGHT
ITLIFTS ME UP AT NIGHT

| KNOW I'LL BE ALRIGHT

LOW VOICES
DO YOU HEAR IT?

OLDER MAN
I'M SO NEARIT
WHEN THERE'S MUSIC
I'M HAPPY

HAPPY
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MUSIC 2: “"Happy”

OLDER MAN (Cont.)
HAPPY
| USED TO BE
HAPPY
IT FEELS LIKE AN OLD DREAM
WHEN | WAS HAPPY

| RECALL MY OLD TIMES AS A BOY

HOME COOKED MEALS

BRAND NEW TOYS

AND THE FEELING OF JOY

AND IT ALL FADES AWAY IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE
AS THE DAYS KEEP ROLLING BY

WE HAD OUR FAULTS, MY FAMILY

| WON'T DENY THEM

MY MOTHER DRANK

MY FATHER YELLED

BUT THAT'S BESIDE THE POINT

EVERY FAMILY HAS IT'S BAGGAGE

ALL PACKAGED UP AND HIDDEN

BUT IT ISN'T LIKE IT LASTED ALL THE TIME

Like | remember baseball practice with my pop.

A LEAGUE DOWN BY THE REC POOL
WE'D BUY A REESE’S CANDY BAR

I'D RUN THE BASES

MY OLD MAN WOULD CHEER ME ON
FIRST TO SECOND, THIRD THEN HOME
HE'D CALL MY MA UP ON THE PHONE
TO TELL HER HOW PROUD HE WAS

WE WERE HAPPY
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OLDER MAN (Cont.)

Hard to believe it now you look at me. Right? And | remember my mother
had the most beautiful voice in the entire world.

When she sang it sounded like Jesus in my ear.

WE'D GO TO CHURCH ON SUNDAYS

THE ONLY TIME SHE WOULDN'T DRINK

I'D SING THE HYMNALS IN MY INFANT BARITONE
AND HER SOPRANO SOARED THROUGH THE CHAPEL

ITWAS JOYFUL!

THE MUSIC

I MISS IT
IT MADE ME

HAPPY!

ALL
IT MADE ME HAPPY
IT MADE ME HAPPY

IT MADE ME HAPPY

OLDER MAN
‘CAUSE THAT'S WHAT MUSIC DOES!
TO SING WITH MY SAVIOR
AND MY MOTHER
AND MY FAMILY!

| WAS HAPPY!

ALL
IT MADE ME HAPPY!
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MUSIC 3: “The First Day (Interlude)”

LOW VOICES
THE FIRST DAY!
YOUNGER MAN
A NIGHTMARE
LOW VOICES
HE'S WHERE

HE NEVER THOUGHT HE WOULD BE

ALL
CHRISTMAS IN THE CITY

MUSIC 4: “The First Time You Sleep On The Street”

SMALL ENSEMBLE
THE FIRST TIME YOU SLEEP ON THE STREET
YOU WON'T KNOW WHAT TO THINK
HOW DID YOU GET HERE
ACCEPTING YOUR OWN DEFEAT?
YOU SAY THAT IT'S ONLY A DAY
WHERE YOU'LL HIDE AND STOW AWAY
BUT THE DAYS KEEP STRETCHING ON
YOU'RE GUESS IS GONE FOR HOW LONG YOU'LL STAY

BUT MAYBE YOU CAN CALLTHIS
HOME

THE FIRST TIME YOU SLEEP ON THE ROAD

AND CALL ITYOUR HUMBLE ABODE

YOU'LL LIE TO YOURSELF

YOU'RE SOMEBODY ELSE THAT YOU HAVE NEVER KNOWN
THE STRANGERS WILL PASS YOU BY

DISAPPROVAL WITHIN THEIR EYES

AND YOUR
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SMALL ENSEMBLE (Cont.)
TIME
GETS MUDDLED
DAYS ARE DOUBLED
COLD AND HUDDLED, YOU'VE NEVER STRUGGLED LIKE
THIS IS THE LOWEST YOU'VE EVER BEEN
NO ONE CARES ABOUT THE TROUBLE THAT YOU'RE IN

TIME GOES PATIENTLY
TIME FLOWS VIOLENTLY

BUT MAYBE YOU CAN CALL THIS HOME

MAYBE

MUSIC 5: “On And On”

OLDER MAN

So we've got a new one, eh? Woo, this is not where you wanted to be.
Welcome to the streets, my bright eyed friend. Here, you've got nothing but
time. Time to think about how the hell you got yourself here. And time to
remember what you've lost.

THERE'S AWORLD INSIDE A WINDOW
IN THE WARMTH OF A HOME

YOU KNOW IT

THERE'S A WAY TO TAKE A LOAD OFF
AND FORGET WHO YOU ARE

IN THAT WORLD INSIDE A WINDOW
NOTHING ELSE CAN GET IN

THE YEARS OF WARE SHOWING THAT IT'S
SOMEWHERE YOU'VE BEEN

AND | REMEMBER KNOWING IT

BUT CAN'T RECALL WHEN

BIZARRE



‘CAUSE THIS ROAD KEEPS GOING

ON AND ON AND ON AND ON

OH BROTHER!

THE ROAD KEEPS GOING

ON AND ON AND ON AND ON AGAIN

YES I'VE BEEN INSIDE A WINDOW WHERE |
CALL MYSELF HOME

| KNOW IT

YESI DO

IT'S ON THE TIP MY TONGUE

BUT IT SOMEWHERE WENT

WRONG FOR ME

| MISS THE WORLD INSIDE A WINDOW
WHERE | OWED EVERYTHING
THOUGH MY CASTLE WAS SMALL

| STILL FELT LIKE A KING

NOW THIS ROAD HAS GROWN

INTO MY HOME | SEE

YEAH

AND MY DAYS ARE GOING
ON AND

ALL
AND ON AND ON AND

YEAH, THE SHAME IS LIKE A SONG
GOES ON AND ON
AND ON AGAIN

ALL
ON AND ON AND ON AND ON

XVii
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OLDER MAN
OH, THE DAYS ARE GROWING LONG

Come on, kid!

BUT WE'LL BE OKAY!

ALL
WE'RE GONNA BE OKAY!

MUSIC 6: “Second Interlude”

YOUNGER MAN
TIME MOVES PATIENTLY
THAT'S WHAT THEY TOLD ME
BUT NOW I'M LOST AND COLD
ALLTHE THINGS | HAVE BEEN TOLD
COME INTO QUESTION
EVERY LESSON...

MUSIC 7: “Alone”

YOUNGER MAN
THEY SAY TO DO THE DUMB THINGS WHILE YOU'RE YOUNG
WELL I WAS YOUNG
THEY SAY YOU'LL HAVE YOUR WHOLE LIFE AHEAD OF YOU
THEY SAY DON'T WORRY
YOU'RE LEARNING
YOU'LL FIGURE IT OUT AS YOU GO
| DIDN'T KNOW
| WAS STUCK WITH MY DECISIONS
HIGH WITH NO AMBITIONS
I ENVISIONED BETTER FOR ME
BUT STILL | WROTE MY STORY



| PLAYED WITH FIRE KNOWING | MIGHT GET BURNED
AND | GOT BURNED

| WEAR THE SCARS LIKE THEY WERE A UNIFORM
MY DRUG WAS ANGER
RESENTMENT

AND TIMES, YES, ANEEDLE OR TWO
WHAT COULD | DO?

WHEN THE FOSTER SYSTEM BROKE
LIFE BECAME A JOKE

STOKED WITHIN THE ALLEGORY
WRITTEN IN MY STORY

MAMA

WHY DID YOU LEAVE ME

ALONE?

NOW I'M ALONE

I'M ALONE

AND ALLISEE IS

TIME FLYING

I'M SLOWLY DYING

I'M TRYING

BUT I'M LOST

AND ALONE

I'M ALONE

AND I'LL TAKE ON THE BURDEN

I'LL MAKE IT OUT ALIVE

I'LL DO WHAT | CAN TO

SURVIVE

XiX



MUSIC 8: “OH MY SON / SHELTER ME"

FEMALE SOLOIST
OH MY SON
MY DAYS ARE GETTING SHORTER
MY HANDS ARE GROWING COLDER
EACH DAY I'M FEELING OLDER
OH MY SON
PLEASE REMEMBER ME

YOUNGER MAN
MAMA, WHY COULD YOU NOT
SHELTER ME?
‘CAUSE HERE I'M LIVING SO

ALL
HELPLESSLY
SILENTLY
YOUNGER MAN
ONLY
ALL
TIME WILL SEE
YOUNGER MAN
IF I'M FORGIVEN
SOPRANO
OH MY SON

I MISS YOUR SMILE, YOUR LAUGHTER
YOUR VOICE WITH ALL IT'S POWER

| DON'T KNOW WHAT COMES AFTER

STILL MY SON WON'T YOU REMEMBER ME?

YOUNGER MAN AND LOW VOICES
I'M BEGGING



ALL
SHELTER ME

YOUNGER MAN
‘CAUSE TIME IS MOVING SO

ALL
VIOLENTLY
SUDDENLY
| DON'T SEE

YOUNGER MAN
AWAY FOR ME TO BE
WHO | WAS
WHO | AM
ALL BECAUSE
| WASN'T THINKING
WASN'T KNOWING HOW IT'D BREAK ME
HOW MY ACTIONS WOULD SEDATE ME
HOW I'M LOST, AND HOW I'M FADING
ALL MY OPTIONS ARE ALL WAITING

ALL
SHELTER ME!
OLDER MAN
TIME MOVES VIOLENTLY
OLDER MAN

TIME MOVES FASTER THAN WE SEE
BUT STILL, THERE'S TIME

ALL
AND IT WILL SHELTER YOU

XXi
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MUSIC 9: "Miss Your Mama? (Interlude)”

OLDER MAN
MISS YOUR MAMA?
ALL
ME TOO
OLDER MAN
| MISS A LIFE |
ALL

FEAR I NEVER REALLY KNEW

OLDER MAN
THE TIME GOES ON AND ON AND

ALL
ON AND ON AND ON AND ON AND ON AND

OLDER MAN
BUT | FIND PEACE
WITH THE TIME THAT'S LEFT
WE'RE ALL GOD'S CHILDREN
WE'VE ALL BEEN BLESSED
WITH DREAMS
SO DREAM

MUSIC 10: “Steamrolling”

(Crowd begins to hype themselves up)

FEMALE SOLOIST
| GOT DREAMS I'M HOLDING
| GOT THINGS ON MY MIND
AND THEY'RE STEAM ROLLING
NO, | DONT WANT TO BE LEFT BEHIND
| GOT FAITH AND MUSIC



| GOT PLENTY

A-PLENTY OF TIME!

AND SO I'M STEAMROLLING

NO, I'M NOT GONNA BE LEFT BEHIND
WE GOT

ALL
ARMS AND LEGS

FEMALE SOLOIST
TO TAKE US THERE
WE GOT MILES TO A-GO
AND WHO KNOWS WHERE

ALL
BUT I'M-A CHUGA-CHUGA-CHOOSING
CHOOSING CHOOSING
STEAM

FEMALE SOLOIST
TO ROLLRIGHT ON
TO SUH SUH-STEAM
UNTIL THE DAY I'M GONE

| GOTTA KEEP ON SINGING MY SONG

ALL
KEEP ON SINGING MY SONG

FEMALE SOLOIST
A-KEEP ON
STEAMROLLING
ROLLING
| GOT

SMALL GROUP
YOU

XXiii
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ALL
AND YOU GOT METOO

FEMALE SOLOIST
YEAH WHAT ARE WE GONNA DO?

ALL
KEEP STEAMROLLING!

FEMALE SOLOIST
SHOW WHAT WE'RE GONNA DO

ALL
ROLLING, ROLLING
A-KEEP-A-STEAMROLLING
ROLLING, ROLLING
KEEP-A STEAMROLLING
ROLLING, ROLLING

WHAT COMES NEXT

I'M SURE WE'LL SEE

BUT CAN YOU TELL WHO'S FLAT
NO, IT'S NOT ME!

ONLY
STEAM

FEMALE SOLOIST
ROLLING, ROLLING

ALL
STEAM!
FEMALE SOLOIST
ROLLING ALONG
| GOTTA KEEP ON
ALL

KEEP ON SINGING MY SONG
STEAM-A-ROLLING AND ROLLING
AND ROLLING AND ROLLING



FEMALE SOLOIST
| HAVE DREAMS
INSIDE ME
AND BELIEVE
I'LL LET 'EM OUT

AND THESE DREAMS

BESIDE ME

ARE THE ONLY THING | NEED TO
THINK ABOUT

THEY DON'T CARE
IFIT'S EASY

NO, NO ONE
GIVES ADAMN

BUT MY DREAMS
| WILL FIND THEM
YES I KNOW
WHO | AM

| GOT TIME

ALL
IN THE END

FEMALE SOLOIST
THAT'S WHAT WE CHOOSE

ALL
TO HOPE AND TO TRUST
THERE'S NOTHING ELSE TO LOSE

FEMALE SOLOIST
I'M GONNA KEEP STEAM ROLLIN'

ALL
STEAMROLLING

XXV
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MUSIC 11: "Speed Up”

ALL
TO HAVE DREAMS
IN A SYSTEM
THAT HATES YOU
WILL MAKE YOU
LOOK CRAZY
YOU MAINTAIN
YOUR COMPOSURE
YOU'RE SO SURE
AND STILL
YOU FEEL LAZY

THERE'S YOUR WHOLE

LIFE AHEAD

YOU GET RED

IN THE FACE

THEY WILL KEEP YOU DOWN
AND OUT THE HUMAN
RACE

SPEED UP
OR SOON THEY WILL LEAVE YOU
THEY'VE ALREADY LEFT, HAVEN'T THEY?

THE RACE IS ON
YOUR LEGS FEEL STRONG
BUT ONLY FOR ATIME

YOUNGER MAN
BUT TIME IS RUNNING SHORT

THE DAYS TURN TO WEEKS, TACKLE MONTHS

TILL I CANT SEEM TO KEEP COUNT

THE MARATHON MAKES MY LEGS MOVE UP THESE MOUNTAINS
| CAN'T MOUNT
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LOW VOICES
SLEEP THE DAY
TAKE THE NIGHT
NEED THE WARMTH
WANT A BITE

ALL
YOU'RE SLOWING DOWN BUT KEEPING UP THE FIGHT

SPEED UP
OR SOON THEY WILL LEAVE YOU
THEY'VE ALREADY LEFT, HAVEN'T THEY?

SPEED UP
NOBODY WILL GRIEVE YOU
THEY'VE ALREADY LEFT, HAVEN'T THEY, HAVEN'T THEY?

SPEED UP, SPEED UP (THEY'RE LEAVIN’)

HOW WILL YOU

YOUNGER MAN
MAKE IT THROUGH

ALL
MAKE IT THROUGH?

MUSIC 12: “So, You Want To Solve The Housing Crisis?”

OLDER MAN
SO, YOU WANT TO SOLVE THE HOUSING CRISIS?

ALL
OUR ADVICE IS
DON'T WASTE YOUR BREATH
THE PRICE IS GETTING HIGHER
AND THE FIRING RATE UP
AND THE TIMES ARE GETTING DIRE
BUTIT'S STILLNOT ENOUGH
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OLDER MAN
DEALT A BUM HAND?

ALL
SORRY!

OLDER MAN
GO AND WIN THE LOTTERY
OR DON'T COME CRYING TO ME

ALL
DON'T COME CRYING TO ME!

SO, YOU WANT TO SOLVE THE HOUSING CRISIS?
OUR ADVICE IS

RUDE PERSON

Get a job you lazy sonuva-

ALL
KEEP YOUR NOSE UP MORE AND MORE
TRY YOUR BEST TO JUST IGNORE THE
PROBLEM
YOU WANT TO HELP OUR HOUSING ISSUE?
GRAB ATISSUE
AND CRY

GIVE ADOLLAR, DO YOUR BEST
WE'LL TAKE ON REST

DON'T WORRY

TAKE YOUR TIME

WE'LL SURVIVE

WE'RE LIVING IN A HOUSING CRISIS

EASY NOW TO HIDE INDOORS

SHELTERED WITH AN INNER BIAS

MINE IS MINE AND YOURS IS YOURS

HUMANS HAVE INHERENT VICES

BUT ALSO SHOULD HAVE WALLS AND DOORS



SO, SAY HELLO TO THE HOUSING CRISIS
IT'S YOUR MOMENT, CRACK THE CASE
ONLY YOU ARE TRULY RIGHTEOUS
SUDDENLY NO TIME TO

WASTE

UPPER VOICES
DO YOUR RESEARCH, RISING MARKETS

LOWER VOICES
SHOTTY GOVERNMENTAL FARCES

UPPER VOICES
EVERY MORNING, WRITE YOUR LETTER

LOWER VOICES
TELLTHE VOID TO MAKE IT BETTER

UPPER VOICES
TAKE YOUR TIME, WE'RE GOING NOWHERE

LOWER VOICES
ONLY TIME COULD TAKE US LOWER

ALL
AS YOU SOLVE IT IN YOUR LEISURE,
ONE MAN'S TRASH, ANOTHER'S TREASURE

LOW VOICES
LOOK IN HORROR, SAY IT'S FINE

ALL
BUDDY, CAN YOU SPARE A DIME?
WAR’'S NOT OVER, NEVER ENDED
WRITE THE TRUTH AND NEVER SEND IT
KILLERS COME FROM FOREIGN NATIONS
NOT OUR FELLOW MAN'S DICTATIONS
THAT'S THE REASON YOU DESPISE US
WELCOME TO THE HOUSING CRISIS

THE HOUSING CRISIS
OUR LIFE'S IN CRISIS

XXiX
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MUSIC 13: “Christmas (Interlude)”

OLDER MAN
HEY KID
IT'S CHRISTMAS

YOUNGER MAN
AWHOLE YEAR GONE

ALL
TIME MOVES ON

MUSIC 14: “Snow (Alive)”

YOUNGER MAN
MOM, IT SNOWED LAST WEEK
FELL ON MY DRY SKIN
DON'T KNOW WHERE TO BEGIN
BUT | FELT ALIVE

CAN'T SAY IT DIDN'T HURT
CAN'T SAY IT DIDN'T STING
BUT I'M IMAGINING

HOW TO BE ALIVE

ALL
FIND A REASON TO KEEP ON
FEELTHE SEASONS, A NEW DAWN
AND YOU'LL KNOW THAT
TOMORROW WILL COME

TAKE IT IN THE WAY YOU NEED TO
FIND HOPE AND KNOW IT'LL FIND YOU
YOU'RE FREEZING NOW, BUT YOU KNOW WHAT TO DO



YOUNGER MAN
STAY ALIVE!
BREATH INTAKE DROPS!
HEARTBEAT SLOW
TEMPERATURE LOSS
TIMETO
STOW
AWAY

MUSIC 15: “"Stowaway"”

YOUNGER MAN
| SEE ATIGHTROPE AHEAD OF ME
THE WIND BLOWS, MY BALANCE IS LOST

I'M BRUISING, I'M BARELY HOLDING ON FROM LOSING

EVERYTHING | HAVE
AND HELL THAT AIN'T TOO MUCH

MAYBE I'LL NEVER GET OUT OF THIS

AT LEAST THAT'S THE THOUGHT IN MY HEAD
I'M FREEZING, I'M DYING

BUT MAN | WOULD BE LYING IF |

SAID I'D RATHER TRY AGAIN INSTEAD

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN
YOU GET COMFORT'BLE IN
YOUR WORST SITUATION?
WHAT DO YOU DO

WHEN MOVING IS TOO
HARD FORYOU?

I'VE DONE THIS BEFORE

| CAN'T DO MUCH MORE

I'M BEATEN AND BATTERED BUT SAFE HERE
CURLED UP ON THE FLOOR

| DON'T NEED TO RISE ABOVE MY RANK
FOR HOPES AND DREAMS | DRAW A BLANK
I'LL STAY A WHILE AND WAIT

FOR WHATEVER GOD HAS IN

XXXI
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YOUNGER MAN (Cont.)
STORE
I'LL STOW
I'LL STOW AWAY
AND MAYBE TRY ANOTHER DAY

| USED TO SEE TIME AHEAD OF ME
HOW ABSURD WHEN IT'S BOTH

ALL
ALL THERE IS AND JUST AWORD

YOUNGER MAN
THAT'S MEANINGLESS
THE FEELING IS
THAT THE ONLY TIME | HAVE LEFT IS

ALL
BLURRED

YOUNGER MAN
INTO

ALL
WHAT HAPPENS NOW, WHAT NOW?

YOUNGER MAN
WHAT WILL GOD STILL ALLOW

ALL
HE'LL ALLOW

YOUNGER MAN
IN MY WORST SITUATION?

WHAT CAN | DO?
WILL | EVER GET THROUGH BECOMING A NEW?



I'VE HOPED IT BEFORE
| CAN'T TAKE MUCH MORE

I'M BEATEN AND BATTERED BUT WARM
SLEEPING HERE ON THE FLOOR

| DON'T NEED TO RISE ABOVE MYSELF
I'LL TAKE THE TIME TO WAIT FOR HELP

| DON'T FEEL COMPELLED TOWARDS
WHATEVER GOD HAS IN

I'LL STOW
I'LL STOW
I'LL STOW AWAY
ENSEMBLE
SHELTER ME
YOUNGER MAN
I'LL STOW
ENSEMBLE
SHELTER ME
YOUNGER MAN
I'LL STOW AWAY
| DON'T KNOW ANY OTHER WAY
ENSEMBLE
SHELTER ME
YOUNGER MAN
IS THERE ANOTHER WAY?

ENSEMBLE
SHELTER ME

XXXl
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MUSIC 16: "Beautiful Things (Intro)”

OLDER MAN
WE GET A CHOICE
WE CAN CARRY ON
AND LOOK, I'VE BEEN HERE LONGER THAN ANYONE
AND | FOUND MY HOPE
ITI1S NEVER GONE
‘CAUSE WE STILL HAVE TIME
CANYOU FEELIT?
THERE'S ALL THIS TIME

| HEAR MY MAMA

SHE'S CALLING OUT MY NAME

SHE WISHES OUR LIVES HADN'T GONE THE SAME WAY

BUT SHE HAD A CHOICE

SHE GAVE ME HOPE AND HER LOVE AND SHE SHOWED ME THAT
| WILL HAVE TIME

AND THAT TIME IS MINE

| FEEL IT ON MY SKIN

THE SUN'S STARTING TO COME OUT
IT'S BEAUTIFUL, TAKE IT IN

UP THERE, IT'S ALWAYS BEEN,

WARMING ME UP
KEEPING ME RICH
PROMISE ME, FRIEND, YOU WILL NOT FORGET THIS
WE HAVE SOME CHOICE
IN EVERYTHING
ENSEMBLE

THE LOVE THAT WE SHARE (BUT THERE'S STILL TIME TO SEE)
THE SHELTER WE BRING



XXXV

OLDER MAN
SHARE YOUR LOVE!

ENSEMBLE
THE STORIES WE TELL (WE SING OF TIME)
EVERYTIME THAT WE SING

OLDER MAN
EVERYTIME THAT WE SING

ENSEMBLE
WE FILL THE TIME (HOW WE FILL OUR TIME WITH)

BEAUTIFUL THINGS

MUSIC 17: “Beautiful Things”

OLDER MAN
WE'VE GOT BEAUTIFUL THINGS
WE WERE GIVEN AT BIRTH
ALLTHESE BEAUTIFUL THINGS
ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH
THEY'RE WONDERFUL

ENSEMBLE
WE FEEL THEM IN OUR SOUL

OLDER MAN
THEY'RE EVERYWHERE

SMALL ENSEMBLE
BEAUTIFUL THINGS ARE WHAT KEEPS US ALIVE
THEIR BEAUTY IS ALL THAT WE NEED TO SURVIVE
THEY'RE WONDERFUL

ENSEMBLE
JUST LET THEM TAKE CONTROL



XXXVi

SMALL ENSEMBLE
THEY'RE EVERYWHERE

OLDER MAN & YOUNGER MAN
LET US SHARE THE BEAUTY OF STROLL ON A WEEKEND
ORTHE AIR IN OUR FACE
THE TASTE OF FOOD AND A GENTLE WORD OF GRACE
THE FUTURE WE HAVE, AND THE MEMORIES WE'VE SAVED
WE'LL APPRECIATE THEM ALL IN TIME
THAT'S WHY I'M FEELING THANKFUL

YOUNGER MAN
I'M SEARCHIN" IN MY SOUL

OLDER MAN
AND ISN'T SO, SO BEAUTIFUL

YOUNGER MAN
I'M THANKFUL

OLDER MAN
THE TIME MAY TAKE ITS TOLL BUT

ENSEMBLE
TAKE THAT TIME TO FIND THE BEAUTIFUL

(Band solos)

SMALL ENSEMBLE SOLOIST 1
| FEEL BEAUTIFUL THINGS
THROUGH THE GOOD AND THE BAD

SMALL ENSEMBLE SOLOIST 2
| FIND BEAUTIFUL THINGS
IN BOTH HAPPY AND SAD

BOTH
THEY'RE WONDERFUL



ENSEMBLE
WE TRUST THEY’LL KEEP US WHOLE

SMALL ENSEMBLE SOLOIST 1

THEY'RE EVERYWHERE

ALL
THE BEAUTIFUL THINGS
THAT WE KNOW WE DESERVE

THE BEAUTY IS IN EVERY NOTE, EVERY WORD

IT'S WONDERFUL!
IT'S EVERYWHERE!

WE PLEAD THAT YOU CARE ABOUT THE LIVES YOU DON'T KNOW

BECAUSE THERE'S BEAUTY ABOUND

WHEN WE ALL CHOOSE TO EMBRACE WHAT THEY HAVE FOUND

THIS LIFE CAN BE MORE
IF WE JUST LOOK AROUND
AND APPRECIATE THAT WE HAVE TIME

YOUNGER MAN
SO SOMEHOW I'M FEELING

ENSEMBLE
THANKFUL

OLDER MAN
| KNOW IT IN MY SOUL

YOUNGER MAN
FOR ONCE | FEEL SO, SO BEAUTIFUL

ENSEMBLE
THANKFUL

OLDER MAN
DON'T LET THAT FEELING GO

XXXVii
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ENSEMBLE
TAKE YOUR TIME, TAKE YOUR TIME
TAKE ITTO FIND THE
BEAUTIFUL

(YOUNGER MAN begins riffing on top of the ENSEMBLE vocals)

BEAUTIFUL
IT'S BEAUTIFUL

OLDER MAN
HEY!IT GOES ON AND ON AND ON AND ON AND ON

ENSEMBLE
BEAUTIFUL!

SMALL ENSEMBLE
BEAUTY IS IN ALL THE MUSIC WE SING
YOUR BEAUTY IS ALL THAT WE ASK YOU TO BRING

ENSEMBLE
THE SUN IN THE SKY, IT'LL WARM EVERYTHING

YOUNGER MAN
WOULD YOU LOOK AT THAT
THERE'S SO MUCH TIME! I'M!

OLDER MAN
THERE'S SO MUCH TIME, OH I'M!

ENSEMBLE
I'M THANKFUL!

YOUNGER MAN
FEELING THANKFUL!



OLDER MAN
I'M FEELING THANKFUL!

ENSEMBLE
I'M THANKFUL!

YOUNGER MAN
FOR MY MOTHER AND THE MARVELS OF THE EARTH
FOR THE SUN AND ALL THE BEAUTY THAT IS ALL AROUND ME!

ENSEMBLE
THANKFUL!

OLDER MAN
FOR THE MIRACLES THAT WE GET TO OBSERVE

YOUNGER MAN
FOR THE LORD THAT WILL
SHELTER ME, SHELTER ME!

ENSEMBLE
THE TIME GOES ON AND ON AND ON AND ON AND ON AND ON
AND ON!

OLDER MAN
SO TAKE YOURTIME
FIND YOUR HAPPY
USE YOURTIME
WHILE YOU HAVE IT

THERE'S STILLTIME
GO ON WITHOUT ME

XXXIX
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MUSIC 18: “Shelter Me (Finale)”

YOUNGER MAN
THE TIME IS HARD TO SEE
BUTIT'S TIME TO CHOOSE WHO | WILL BE
| PRAY IT SHELTERS
ME

WITH BEAUTY
HOPEFULLY

SHELTER ME
WON'T YOU
SHELTER

| HOPE YOU'LL
SHELTER ME

I KNOW YOU'LL
SHELTER ME

AND | WILL
SHELTER YOU

SMALL ENSEMBLE
SHELTER ME

YOUNGER MAN
TO SAVE YOUR BEAUTY!

AND THE TIME WILL SHELTER US
GOD WILL SHELTER US

ALL ' ASK IS THAT YOU TRUST

IN YOUR BEAUTY



xli

ENSEMBLE
SHELTER US!
| SEE YOUR
| FEELYOUR
SHELTER ME
SHELTER ME.

(End.)
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10 SHELTER ME

2. HAPPY

(Older Man, Soprano Soloist, Small Ensemble, Chorus)

Words and Music by Orchestrated by
JACOB RYAN SMITH TERENCE "T" ODONKOR
J=ca. 120
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2. HAPPY 11
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12 2. HAPPY
OLDER MAN: Like I remember baseball practice with my Pop...
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2. HAPPY

OLDER MAN: Hard to believe it now you look at me. Right?
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OLDER MAN: And I remember my mother had the most beautiful voice in the entire world.
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14 2. HAPPY

OLDER MAN:
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2. HAPPY
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2. HAPPY 17
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18 2. HAPPY
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2. HAPPY 19
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20 2. HAPPY
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SHELTER ME 21
(Younger Man, Chorus)
Words and Music by Orchestrated by
JACOB RYAN SMITH TERENCE "T" ODONKOR
J =120 Y}UNGER MAN:
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L 5 SOP/ALIO:
o ai— I - I - I - i
D% I I I f
)
Chorus TEN/BASS
A /B : If; Iﬁl’ T | 11|
o= = =t ——— | j
Y The first day
Gisus2)/E Bm7/E F(sus2)/p c/D
) I — i ﬁ — e (@)
%ﬁd = — o
Piano S = %
H @.
1 © o o~ o ©
. = = =
= >\_/
/=100
9 | | | | ||ﬁu.ﬁn
G———— = 1 t%
[}

" 9 mIn’ | I_I\S. 3 | T | Ilﬂuﬁ#
{es— ——— i —— = ! = |
\vjl I‘r,\’| _él_ | -‘I- bi‘_ -‘I- | n_éIU ﬁ‘gl | ﬁ%g | 11 il

He's where  he ne-ver thought he would  be
o l;’n(JP | ;ng\l |3 | iy | A | ||ﬁu.ﬁn
® - — £ e £ e SR

.\? T T | T T |

He's where  he ne-ver thought he would be
Cm Fm B(ADDY) E(sus2)

#Im T P !) Py Iu% u.-Q ﬁuﬁn
(t— P — 1+ —F p————— ] : H- H—4
== < aied f

mp ? \ f
RH
9 N— o v n.lA,!- # O ) ﬁu#n
'C’D L\ 1 i ;) T 1 ; /l‘ OH H:r;" S @ ;Jl. Hﬁ
5 & -7 ~“ -©- ©- b

Copyright © 2025 by HAL LEONARD - MILWIN MUSIC CORP.
International Copyright Secured All Rights Reserved



3. THE FIRST DAY (INTERLUDE)
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SHELTER ME 23
(Soloists, Small Ensemble, Chorus, Younger Man)
Words and Music by Orchestrated by
JACOB RYAN SMITH TERENCE "T" ODONKOR
/=105
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4. THE FIRST TIME YOU
SLEEP ON THE STREET
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4. THE FIRST TIME YOU
SLEEP ON THE STREET
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4. THE FIRST TIME YOU
SLEEP ON THE STREET
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4. THE FIRST TIME YOU
SLEEP ON THE STREET
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SHELTER ME 29

5. ON AND ON

(Older Man, Younger Man, Small Ensemble, Chorus)

Words and Music by Orchestrated by
JACOB RYAN SMITH TERENCE "T" ODONKOR
. =ca. 105
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30 5. ON AND ON
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5. ON AND ON
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5. ON AND ON
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5. ON AND ON 33
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34 5. ON AND ON
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5. ON AND ON 35
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5. ON AND ON

(Cacophony, both sung and yelled)

A cappella
|

41
fY()UNGER MAN:

| N N N N N N N N N N N N
. A . AY . AY . AY . AY . AY . AY . AY . AY . Al 0 A} e N

on__and_on__and_ on__and_on__and_ on__and_on__
h |l I I I I I I I I | I I I
g D bH 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 I ]
g\ h [V ] ] ] ] | ] ] ] ] | ] ] ] ] | - |
(N1 b X X X X X X X X | X | |
\Qj/ v 1 1 1 1
on and on and on and on and on and on and
(half-shouted)
4 [ | | | | | | | | | ] | |
S Db 1 1 1 1 | 1 1 1 1 | 1 1 1 1 | ]
L ] - ] ] | ] ] ] ] | ] - ] ] ] I - I
I ]
)

N~ N "~

N~ " "~

N~ N "

on__and_on__and_ on__and_on__and_ on__and_on__and_
(half-shouted)

on__and_on__and_ on__and_on__and_

A 1
Y D5 S T T T n
h 17 ~ | - | | - 1
:@ Ly Y I I I |
%) 4 | | | 1]
on
Gm? Bb7? Bh(ADD9) Ab(addesus4) Ab AbO(SUS)
m -
H1 = o E oo
P’ A )N 7 S
g\ hH [ 7 (g ] b4
[ O an WP Y O
ANIV4 4 [
D) Z 2
mp
- YR R [ ©
Je1 0 b - - (@] -
Z H |V
vV 1y l;; (@]

Shelter Me - SATB



42 SHELTER ME
6. SECOND INTERLUDE
(Younger Man)
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JACOB RYAN SMITH TERENCE "T" ODONKOR
J=ca. 106
" YOUNGER MAN:
1 |
Solo {5555 J i F ——
¥ Time moves pa - tient - ly
Db Fm7/Eb  BbS Ab/Eb Db+ [Eb
o L B
O p—" = 2 z =
75, 4 — ; ;
mp
Piano
'Q:_ub_H J il 77 - J il 77 -
SSess | = |
u \/
_

o Ill L\ T I | I | | i I I Ilﬁu.'#
%m,bg: z = o = Pt +—
That's what they told me But now I'm

Bbm  Db/Eb Ab7 Ebm Ebmio0s) |
)| Il e I’-l./\-; ; h\h:% IO :% O(A ?: = ﬁu'#
"'L‘”'r)bi;; D o I rv - > #
¢ F = q*f
— | [ | n
For—— i oo 1 - i
v_ 1y PV\ —T : : (@] o - : = il
=
sub. mp
IQ ﬂuﬁ 7 Ia | [] ﬂ | I | T Ik\ ]
— i — ¢ e e | o T e L, 2 e
:% | | | | : ’V : | i I'/ i
lost and cold All the things I have been  told come in - to
D(ADD9) E Fmaj7(hs) F#m?9 AMaj7/E Ftm7/Dt
P’ 4 ﬁuﬁ
(o - > =
© e z = = = 8
sub. mp
— _.IL s j i i

Copyright © 2025 by HAL LEONARD - MILWIN MUSIC CORP.
International Copyright Secured All Rights Reserved



6. SECOND INTERLUDE 43

f 7o~ — 7 o
i i I i I I'/ | | | : 1}
ques - tion Ev - 'ty les - son
BMa7/D /C4 /G /A /B /CH GmiAD4/By  Cm(ADD9)/E
81111 """""""""""""""""""""""""""" |
gyt = EE SR A Fem e e e -1
. o o L o o . . T %
ﬁrﬂ—”—dﬁwﬁ e e e e s == 4ﬁ S S
o—_— ©
| - j”) =
il i = I I 2 %
f f i ! : 4D %
v = =
O O

Shelter Me - SATB



44

SHELTER ME

7. ALONE

(Younger Man, Small Ensemble, Chorus)

Copyright © 2025 by HAL LEONARD - MILWIN MUSIC CORP.
International Copyright Secured All Rights Reserved
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8. OH MY SON/SHELTER ME

(Soprano Soloist, Younger Man, Older Man, Small Ensemble, Chorus)

Words and Music by Orchestrated by
JACOB RYAN SMITH TERENCE "T" ODONKOR
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SHELTER ME

9. MISS YOUR MAMA? (Interlude)

(Older Man, Small Ensemble, Chorus)

Words and Music by Orchestrated by
JACOB RYAN SMITH TERENCE "T" ODONKOR
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10. STEAMROLLING

(Treble Soloist, Small Ensemble, Chorus)

Words and Music by Orchestrated by
JACOB RYAN SMITH TERENCE "T" ODONKOR
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11. SPEED UP

(Younger Man, Older Man, Small Ensemble, Chorus)

Words and Music by Orchestrated by
JACOB RYAN SMITH TERENCE "T" ODONKOR
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12. SO, YOU WANT TO SOLVE
THE HOUSING CRISIS?

(Older Man, Chorus)

Words and Music by
JACOB RYAN SMITH
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14. SNOW (ALIVE)

(Younger Man, Chorus)

Words and Music by Orchestrated by
JACOB RYAN SMITH TERENCE "T" ODONKOR
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15. STOWAWAY

(Younger Man, Chorus, Small Ensemble)

Words and Music by Orchestrated by
JACOB RYAN SMITH TERENCE "T" ODONKOR
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16. BEAUTIFUL THINGS INTRO
(Older Man, Chorus)
Words and Music by Orchestrated by
JACOB RYAN SMITH TERENCE "T" ODONKOR
/=80
) I ) OLDER MAlN: T I T ,_:% T ,_3!_= I T ,_.3_ |
SOlO : : i : : 7 dl 1 1 Iv 1 Y 2 | 2 o 1 Y 2 1
o o
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S e e
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? I I I I I I
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16. BEAUTIFUL THINGS INTRO
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17. BEAUTIFUL THINGS

(Older Man, Younger Man, Chorus, Small Ensemble)

Words and Music by Orchestrated by
JACOB RYAN SMITH TERENCE "T" ODONKOR
. =110 YOUNGER MAN:
] I I ﬁ I I ]
Solo  (fa5>—% = e —
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170 17. BEAUTIFUL THINGS
(OLDER MAN:)
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