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About the Work

A popular Scottish Folk Song and nursery rhyme, Aiken Drum celebrates the creativity and playfulness of 
childhood. This song embodies the childlike spirit that overflows when we are young and still lives within each 
of us today. As we learn more about Aiken Drum’s food-like appearance, the mind cannot help but conjure a 
silly image of this man in the moon. However, when we arrive at the song’s bridge, judgment is reserved, and 
we learn that there may be more to Aiken Drum than meets the eye (or should we say cherry?).

-Blake Richter

Performance Notes
• Accompaniment track for performance can be found at blakerichterproductions.com/purchase
• Optional drums enter at m. 22, tacet at m. 67, and enter again at m. 84. A drum set should play a rhythm 
like the following:

Aiken Drum

There was a man lived in the moon and his name was Aiken Drum.
His head was made of an apple...
His body was made of a pickle...

   Oh, Aiken Drum, Aiken Drum, the man in the moon was Aiken Drum.
   With an apple for a head...his name was Aiken Drum.

His legs were made of celery...
His arms were made of bananas...
His eyes were made of cherries...
His nose was made of a carrot...

Oh, Aiken Drum was the man in the moon.
Just one look and you’ll think that he’s food.
If you dig a little deeper then you will find
There’s no one in the world as kind.

His smile was made of a rainbow...

   -Scottish Folk Song

About the Arranger

Blake Richter (b. 1993) is a middle school choir director in his hometown of Nixa, Missouri. He holds 
a Masters of Science in Educational Administration and a Bachelor of Music Education from Missouri 
State University, where he studied with Dr. Guy B. Webb and Dr. Cameron F. LaBarr. Blake directs over 
250 seventh and eighth grade students in his various ensembles at Nixa Junior High. His choirs have 
been selected to perform at the Missouri Music Educators Association Conference multiple times. Blake 
was named one of Missouri’s 32 Regional Teachers of the Year in 2017, he was awarded the Prelude 
Award from the Missouri Choral Directors Association for demonstrating exemplary work as a young 
choral professional in 2019, and he was named a GRAMMY Music Educator Award Semifinalist in 2020. 
Blake also runs Blake Richter Productions which specializes in video production, audio engineering, 
photography, and music arrangements. Blake is thankful for the opportunity to have a lasting impact on 
people’s lives through making music together.

Duration: Approx. 3:20
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Scottish Folk Song
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