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I. Envuelto por el Viento

O, acaso fué mi madre la vicuna
de las pampas,

o fué mi padre el venado...

Para ser errante

por los montes

y por las pampas,

apenas envuelto por el viento,
vestido de viento y de frio.

O, fui parido en el nido

del Picaflor Esmeralda

en las pampas,

apenas envuelto por el viento,
vestido de viento y de frio,
Ilamando, Ilamando, Ilamando.

|. Wrapped in Wind

Oh, perhaps my mother was the vicuna
of the pampas,

or my father was the stag...

To be wandering

through the mountains

and the pampas,

barely wrapped in wind,

dressed in wind and cold.

Oh, I was born in the nest

of the Emerald Hummingbird
in the pampas,

barely wrapped in wind,
dressed in wind and cold,
calling, calling, calling.



I1. Picaflor Esmeralda

Picaflor Esmeralda... jO!

El que vuela mas alto,

él de las plumas doradas,

él que brillay brilla
enelsol, enel aire...
jPicaflor!

Te quiero dar un encargado.

Picaflor Esmeralda,
oculta tus alas doradas.
(..€l de las alas de oro...)
Picaflor,

no me atajes.

Cual paloma que ha perdido-a su polluelo,

0, me estan llamando,
me estan buscando:
iMi madre, mi padre, mis padres!

O, qué tanto me preguntas:

De donde vengo, y de donde soy.
(..€él que ha vuelto tan alto...)
Mira esa montafa:

Alli naci,

entre flores.

O, me estan llamando,

me estan buscando:

iMi madre, mi padre, mis padres!

El fuego que he prendido,

el fuego que encendi en la montaiia,
en la cumbre,

estaré llameando, estara ardiendo.

Mira si adn llamea,

si guema la montana

en la cumbre.

Y si hay mucho fuego,

0, anda, Picaflor Esmeralda.

O, me estan llamando,

me estan buscando:

iMi madre, mi padre, mis padres!

I1. Emerald Hummingbird

Emerald Hummingbird... Oh!
One that flies the highest,
one of the golden plumes,
one that shines and shines

in the sun, in the air...
Hummingbird!

| want to give you a charge.

Emerald Hummingbird,

hide your golden wings.

(...one of the golden wings...)
Hummingbird,

do not keep me.

Like the dove that has lost its young,
oh, they are calling me,

they are looking for me:

My mother, my father, my parents!

Oh, how much you question me:

From where do | come, from where am I.
(...one that has flown so high...)

Look at that mountain:

There | was born,

among flowers.

Oh, they are calling me,

they are looking for me:

My mother, my father, my parents!

That fire that I've started,

that | lit on the mountain,

at the summit,

must be blazing, must be burning.

Look if there still blazes

if the mountain still burns

at the summit.

And if there is much fire,

oh, get along, Emerald Hummingbird!
Oh, they are calling me,

they are looking for me:

My mother, my father, my parents!



El fuego que he prendido,

el fuego que encendi en la montana,
en la cumbre,

estard llameando, estard ardiendo

Picaflor...

él que vuela més alto. ..
Esmeralda. ..

¢l que brilla y brilla...

quiero darte un encargado
quiero darte una mision:
Lléva esta carta a mis padres.

No sé si llorordn todavia
(lloro también)

cuando lean mi nombre

o me habran olvidado

y ya no llorardn todavia.

El fuego que he prendido,

el fuego que encendi en la montafia,
en la cumbre,

estard llameando, estara ardiendo.

Mira si adn llamea...
iAnda, Picaflor!

iMi madre, mi padre, mis padres!

iO, Picaflor!

That fire that I've started,

that I lit on the mountain,

at the summit,

must be blazing, must be burning.

Hummingbird...

one that flies the highest...
Emerald...

one that shines and shines...

[ want to give you a charge

[ want to give you a mission:
Carry this letter to my parents.

[ do not know if they will weep
(I weep, too)

when they read my name

or if they will have forgotten me
and now will not cry.

That fire that I've started,

that [ lit on the mountain,

at the summit,

must be blazing, must be burning.

Look if there still blazes...
Get along, Hummingbird!
My mother, my father, my parents!

Oh, Hummingbird!

Program Note:

Two Mountain Songs, premiered in a joint performance by the San Francisco Girls
Chorus and the Young People’s Chorus, is inspired by Peruvian folk song from the
northern Andes. It freely adapts poetry as collected by the folklorist José Maria
Arguedas, who was an advocate for the Quechua Indian people, the descendants of
the once-powerful Incas. The lyricism, repetitive melodic forms, and rhythms are
wholly original while inspired by the music of this small yet beautiful Andean nation.

—Gabriela Lena Frank
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