
These three carols can be sung separately or as a triptych. The texts from 

Collected Poems 1945 - 1990 are by R S Thomas (1913 -2000). Copyright © 

2000 The Orion Publishing Group, London and reproduced by permission. 

Song – from H’m (1972) 

I choose white, but with 

Red on it, like the snow 

In winter with its few 

Holly berries and the one 

Robin, that is a fire 

To warm by and like Christ 

Comes to us in his weakness, 

But with a sharp song. 

Nativity – from Experimenting with an Amen (1986) 

The moon is born 

and a child is born, 

lying among white clothes 

as the moon among clouds. 

They both shine, but 

the light from the one 

is abroad in the universe 

as among broken glass. 

Lost Christmas – from Young and Old (1972) 

He is alone, it is Christmas. 

Up the hill go three trees, the three kings. 

There is a star also 

Over the dark manger. But where is the Child? 

Pity him. He has come far 

Like the trees, matching their patience  

With his. But the mind was before 

Him on the long road. The manger is empty. 
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Like the snow in winter 
As among broken glass 
The manger is empty
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Sarah MacDonald (b. 1968)

LIKE THE SNOW IN WINTER

*Words by R. S. Thomas (1913-2000)
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*from Collected Poems 1945 - 1990 by R S Thomas. Copyright © 2000 The Orion Publishing Group, London. Reproduced by permission.
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*Words by R. S. Thomas (1913-2000)
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