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TEXT 
The last stanza from By the River Ashley 

 
The hour is dark. The river comes to its end, 
Comes to the embrace of the all enveloping sea. 
My story comes to its end. 

Divine Picnicker by the lakeside, 
Familiar friend of the fishermen, 
Known and yet not known, lost and yet found, 
The hour is dark, come down to the riverside. 
The strange river, come find me. 
Bring if it might be companions 
In the tissue of the Kingdom, but come thou, 
Key to all mystery, opening and none shall shut again, 
Innermost love of all loves, making all one, 
Come. 

Mary Ursula Bethell (1874–1945) 

 

Duration: c. 3½ minutes 

Order Number: NOV297479 
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‘Make your interests gradually wider and more impersonal, until bit 
by bit the walls of the ego recede, and your life becomes increasingly 
merged in the universal life. An individual human existence should be 
like a river — small at first, narrowly contained within its banks, and 
rushing passionately past rocks and over waterfalls. Gradually the river 
grows wider, the banks recede, the waters flow more quietly, and in 
the end, without any visible break, they become merged in the sea, 
and painlessly lose their individual being.’ 

Bertrand Russell (1872–1970) 
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MARY URSULA BETHELL

(1874–1945)

THEA MUSGRAVE
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