


CANTATA – ‘A SURE REFUGE’ 
 
To mark the 400th anniversary of the sailing of the Mayflower in 
1620, Arts Council England provided funding to enable West 
Lindsey District Council to commission David Fawcett to write a 
new cantata: A sure refuge – the story of the Mayflower Pilgrims. 
 
The 50-minute work tells the story of the religious Separatists from 
the borders of Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire and South Yorkshire, 
who after years of exile in Holland joined the Mayflower as it sailed 
to the New World. 
 
The work deals with themes of persecution, alienation, exploitation 
and refuge. Choral movements draw on text from the Book of 
Psalms, to tell a story which is as resonant today as in the 
seventeenth century. 
 
Originally scheduled for performance in November 2020, plans 
had to be changed in response to COVID-19 restrictions. It is now 
planned that the first performance, by Gainsborough Choral 
Society, will take place on Saturday 13 November 2021. 
 
A sure refuge is scored for SATB choir, Mezzo, Tenor and Baritone 
soloists, 3 horns, timpani, strings and piano. 
 
The contents page, entire overture, sample pages of each choral 
movement, and one sample recitative are attached below.  
 
Each of the choral movements (sounds rendered in Sibelius, with 
text) can be sampled in full in the videos at:  
https://davidfawcettcomposer.com/compositions/concert-works/a-sure-refuge/ 
 
A link to a movement-by-movement description of the work can be 
found on the same page. 
 
For further information about the work, including how to obtain 
scores and orchestral parts (to buy or hire), please contact David 
Fawcett at: 
david.fawcett@rocketmail.com	
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Ponder	my	words, 	O	Lord

David	FawcettAdapted	from	Psalm	5
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Ponder	my	words, 	O	Lord

David	FawcettAdapted	from	Psalm	5

2.	A	song	of	prayerfulness

?#
#

&

#
# ∑

Altos

∑ ∑

?#
# ∑

Basses

∑ ∑

&

#
#

?#
#

&

#
# ∑ ∑

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

#
# ∑ ∑

?#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
#

?#
#

œ ˙
œ ˙ ™

w œ œ
˙ œ œ

˙
œ œ

w

œ
œ œ

œ
w

˙
œœ ˙

˙
™
™

w
œ
œ

œ
œ
˙
˙

œ œ
˙
˙

œ

˙
w
w

œ œ

w

w

œ
œ œ œ

w

w
w

˙
w

˙

˙
w
w

œ œ

œw
œ

œ
œ ˙

w
w

˙

œ ˙
œ ˙ ™

œ w ˙

Ó

œ ˙
œ ˙ ™

œ w ˙
Ó

œ
œ
˙

œ œ
˙

œ ˙ ™
w
w

œ ˙
w

˙

œ
˙
˙

œ œ
˙

œ œ
ww

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ
w
w
œœ œ

œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

w
œ
œ

œ
œ

œœ

w

˙ œ œ ˙
w

˙

œw
œ

œ
œ

œw
œ

˙

w
w

w
w
w

˙

w
˙

œ ˙ œ ˙ ™
œ w ˙

Ó

œ ˙
œ ˙ ™

œ

œ ˙ œ ˙ ™ œ#

œ ˙ œ ˙ ™
œ w ˙

Ó
œ ˙ œ ˙ ™

œ

œ ˙ œ ˙ œ
œ

ww
w ˙ ™

w
w

œ œ
w
w

œ œ œ œ
w
w
œ
œ œ
œ œ
œ œ

œ

w
œ
œ œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œœ

˙
œœ
œ
œœ
œ

˙ œ
œ
œ ˙

˙
˙

œ

œ

œ

œ
˙

˙

™

™

œ
œ
#

œw

œ
œ
œ

w

˙ ˙

œw
œ

œ œ

˙
w

˙

œw
œ
œ
œ

œw
œ
œ œ

œw
œ
˙
˙

˙ ™˙ œ
œ
œ
œ

4



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

Lord: con si- der- my me di- ta- tion.-
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Rose and W ill iam- Hick man,- Will iam,- Is a- bel- and Fran ces- Wray, W ill iam- Brew ster,- Will iam- Brad ford.- We
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lived to ge- ther- as a bo dy,- in a most strict and sa cred- bond and co ve- nant- of the Lord,
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sed- are they that have not walked in the coun -

Tranquillo	h=58
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Tranquillo	h=58

But
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their de light,-
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of the un god- ly,- nor stood in the way of sin ners:-

mf

their de light- is in the law of the Lord: and in his law will they ex er- cise- them
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4.	A	song	of	faithfulness
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Lord is pure, his com mand- ment- is pure, and giv eth- light un to- the
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accel.	
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	Agitato	(unsettled)	q.=56
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O God, thou art my God: my soul
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