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About the song 

In the early days of the Coronavirus pandemic parts of Italy went into lockdown. Unable to 

leave their apartments, Italians began singing from their balconies. Moving video of some 

of these spontaneous group songs was widely shared on social media and the poet and 

librettist Euan Tait responded with a short poem, which I found very moving. I immediately 

asked him for permission to set the poem to music, which he generously gave. This song is 
the result. It was then recorded, as a virtual choir, by my amateur chamber choir, the 

Vaughan Williams Singers. It can be viewed on YouTube at bit.ly/notstopsinging. 

About the composer 

Ian is an award-winning composer, arranger, workshop leader and choral director whose 

works are widely performed both in the UK and abroad. 

His music is prized by performers and audiences alike for its accessible style, appealing 

melodic and harmonic invention and sensitive approach to word-setting. 

For more information about Ian Assersohn’s choral music, to listen to sound samples and 

to order copies, visit appletreemusic.net or email ian@appletreemusic.net
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