Let Them Not Say
for SSAATTBB choir

Words: Jane Hirshfield (1953 -) | Music: Chris Hutchings (1979 - )

Let them not say: we did not see it. Let them not say: they did nothing,

We saw. We did not-enough.

Let them not say: we did not hear it. Let them say, as they must say something:
We heard.

A kerosene beauty.

Let them not say: they did not taste it. It burned.

We ate, we trembled.

Let them say we warmed ourselves by it,

Let them not say: it was not spoken, not written. read by its light, praised,

We spoke, and it burned.

we witnessed with voices and hands.

"Let Them Not Say" © Jane Hirshfield, used by permission of Jane Hirshfield; all rights reserved.
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Let Them Not Say
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16 accel. poco a poco
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All parts other than bass 2: repeat the boxed phrase freely and independently,
but with the second note ("burned') becoming slightly shorter each time,
aiming to reach a length of about 2 beats by the end (the word 'it' is always

1 beat long). Start approximately 5 beats after the previous part. Each singer
enters independently, try not to synchronise until the last 2 notes.

A

I~ %
o ©O

Bass 2 should stay in a 5/4 pulse, together, with a gradual accelerando.

e cresc.
it burned, it burned.
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All parts should synchronise at the end for the final 2 notes: the last note

>

should be held for as long as possible without staggered breathing. it burned, it burned.
1t may be helpful for the conductor to count down the last mf ,[ff
few bass 2 repetitions as a warning to finish. | cresc. K
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